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Christ Lives in Mel 
By Ken Dodson 


66 E LIVES in me,” oh, wondrous 
theme! 
The King of kings and Lord of lords, 
Incarnate once in Bethlehem, 
And now again in deeds and words. 


He lives in me to do and say 
In busy mart and on the street, 
Amid the throngs, this very day, 
Whom I should gather at His feet. 


He lives in me; to that extent 

I give Him lips and hands and feet, 
And yield my will to His intent, 

To reproduce His life complete. 


He lives in me —all power and grace — 
Se no excuse for sin I give, 

But simply p!ead His blood and grace, 
And let Him live, and live, and LIVE! 


% 


High Explosives 

“Power belongeth unto God” (Psa. 62: 
11). He has allowed man to discover 
and use various forms of it, such as 
water power, electricity, gasoline, steam, 
and atomic energy. But there is a 
greater force than any of these, for none 
of them can change men’s hearts, but 
the Gospel can. Most Bible students 
know that when Paul said, “The gospel 
of Christ .. . is the power of God unto 


salvation to every one that believeth” 
(Rom. 1:16), he uséd the Greek word 
dunamis, which is the root of our word 
“dynamite.”1 This was rather strik- 
ingly illustrated récently. A consign- 
ment of “red letter’ New Testaments 
came from the World Publishing Com- 
pany, Cleveland, to. the Scripture Gift 
Mission (on the same floor with the 
Trmes) in a carton on which were 
printed in large black letters the words, 
“HIGH EXPLOSIVE — DANGEROUS.” 
The shipper had crossed them off, but 
they are more applicable than he per- 
haps realized. Here was a case of some 
seventy-five copies of the New Testa- 
ment, containing words that are capable 
of blasting open hard hearts, burning 


Jonah Paid His 


The following expository meditation 
was addressed to a church in the sub- 
urbs of Paris, Its author, M. Jean Samuel 
Javet, is one of the younger French- 


Swiss pastors. In a little preface he 
compares printed sermons to a collec- 
tion of dead butterflies. They have a 
certain beauty, but oral teaching is oral 
and loses quality when reduced to cold 
print. 

Nevertheless he has made just this 
reduction. He modestly hopes his medi- 
tations will take to flight and, in parishes 
where the pastoreis absent or over- 
worked, that they may be read aloud by 
some layman who would find the older 
sermons of Monod or Bersier too long 
or too ponderous. He offers this little 
collection under the sign of St. Augus- 
tine’s saying: “When wisdom goes ahead, 
eloquence follows her as a faithful com- 
panion without it being needful to sum- 
mon it.”—ERNEST GORDON. 





searching of his understanding” 
* (Isa. 40:28). 





Comfort for Dark Days 
“Hast thou not known? hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth, fairiteth not, 
neither is weary? there is no 

















out evil, and opening the way for the 
Saviour. There is a reminder of the dc 
scriptions of the atomic bomb in Paul’s 
testimony before Agrippa, when he said, 
“At midday, O king, I saw in the way a 
light from heaven, above the brightness 
of the sun, shining round about me and 
them which journeyed with me” (Acts 
26:13). That light struck him down to 
earth, and then he asked those two most 
important questions, “Who art thou, 
Lord?” and, “What wilt thou have me 
to do?” It is to be hoped that the ex- 
plosive power in these New Testaments 
may open many a locked heart’s door 
so that the Saviour may come in, 


1 Companion Bible and Webster’s Dictionary. 


% 


Fare to Tarshish 
N= the word of the Lord came . 


unto Jonah , , . saying, “Arise, 

go to Nineveh, that great city.” 
Let us not stop to ask what he was to 
do at Nineveh. The order of God is 
clear. Jonah was to go east and Jonah 
arose and took the ship at Jaffa to go 
to Tarshish (in Spain), that is to go 
west. He did just the opposite of what 
God commanded. He refused to obey 
God’s order, turning his back on the 
task to which God assigned him. 

But Jonah paid his fare. Jonah was 

. a disobedient man, but not a dis- 
honest one. He did not embark secretly 
to avoid paying his passage. He hunted 
up the captain of the ship and paid hon- 
estly the price of the voyage. It was a 
long voyage and must have cost a good 
deal. That was all right! He counted 
out the gold pieces, placing them in line. 
It was not too much for the pleasure of 
having his own way and of having peace 
of mind. 

But Jonah’s honesty did not save him 
from a catastrophe, for God does not 
suffer one to disobey Him, even honestly. 
He does not allow another journey than 
that He orders, even if one does pay 
for it. It is not possible to escape God, 
“to flee from his face,” as the Bible puts 
it. “If I take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; even there .. . thy right hand 
shall hold me,” says the One Hundred 








(2) 


and Thirty-ninth Psalm. God did not 
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leave Jonah quiet. He sent a storm 
which interrupted the voyage that Jonah 
had paid for. And if the story did not 
end painfully for him it was because 
God had mercy on him and on the peo- 
ple of Nineveh, to whom he was to bear 
the message of salvation. 

Jonah paid his fare to Tarshish. This 
narrative is a parable which ought to 
be clear to us. As God had a plan for 


Jonah, so does He have one for each of . 


us. This plan varies according to per- 
sons. God does not ask the same thing 
of each, but He has a journey’s end for 
everyone. To every individual God says, 
“This is the direction in which you are 
to go.” 

But, since men are sinners they do not 
want to obey God’s order, clearly laid 
down in Scripture, and it is just this which 
is sin, namely, to want to go one’s own 
way without troubling oneself about the 
direction that God has prescribed. When 
God says, “Go to Nineveh,” they em- 
bark for Tarshish. 

There are two ways of disobeying God. 
There is first the scandalous, immoral 
way. This was not the way of Jonah, 
and it is not the way of ordinary people 
who attend church Sunday morning. 
This way consists in overleaping all 
moral and religious bounds or, as they 
say, “living one’s. own life,” without re- 
gard to God or Devil or men or laws. 
It is the way of the Prodigal Son of 
the parable who shakes off the yoke of 
the father’s house with eagerness, slams 
the door, and goes to live the life of 
debauchery in a far country. We do 
not dwell here on this way of disobey- 
ing God, for we are not precisely in 
this category of sinners. 

But there is a second way, more subtle, 
more satisfying to our consciences, more 
difficult to diagnose. It is just that 
of Jonah and of many respectable and 
honest persons. Jonah had thought, on 
embarking for “Tarshish, “Anyway I'll 
act honestly, I'll pay my fare.” He 
sought thus to put his conscience to rest 
and succeeded so well that he slept pro- 
foundly in his cabin. “The sleep of the 
just,” as they say, and really Jonah was 
a just man. If anyone had said to him, 
“What are you doing on this boat?” he 
would have replied quietly, “Pardon me, 
I've paid my fare.” 

Jonah, then, is a type of many men 
who live honestly, but-who nevertheless 
are heading in a wrong direction; who 
pay their passage to go where they wish, 
but where God does not wish them to 
go; men who think to justify by the 
rectitude of their conduct a fundamental 
disobedience to the command of God. 

They pay their passage to Tarshish, 
these men who reject the divine order 
prescribing repentance, who do good in 
their own circle as a substitute for obe- 
dience to God. They pay their passage to 
Tarshish, those who will not surrender 
themselves, but, as compensation, sur- 
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render a portion of their goods. They 
pay their fare to Tarshish, those who do 
not want to let God rule all their life, 
but who restrain themselves from ex- 
cesses. They pay for their voyage to 
Tarshish, those who have not really been 
willing to believe in Jesus Christ, dead 
and risen for them, but who nevertheless 
show respect for religious things and 
who appear, from time to time, in church 
to reassure themselves as to their future. 

Oh, well, it is indeed easier to pay 
the price of a trip to Tarshish than to 
embark on the great unknown adventure 
into which Christ wishes to lead us, It 
is easier (though is also costs) to lead 
an honest life, to be a good husband 
and a good father, good church member 
and good citizen. Our good actions re- 
assure us and, as we believe, excuse us 
from giving ourselves up body and soul 
to the living God. 

Let the story of Jonah teach us and 
enlighten us as to salvation. He paid 
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his passage, but the hand of God used 
a great storm to stop him. It is necessary 
that the will of God be accomplished 
either with us or against us. It seeks 
to demolish our good excuses, to destroy 
our reassuring alibis. We make con- 
cessions, even sacrifices, to morality, to 
virtue, to charity, and even to religion. 
We seek thus to assure the security of 
our earthly voyage. We seek to do our 
will honestly and not the will of God 
as revealed in His Word. Take care, 
lest a catastrophe more. terrible than 
the tempest of Jonah or than that which 
shakes our poor world today, shall 
snatch us from our security and throw 
us into the bottomless abysses of the 
wrath of God. . . . For God is not 
mocked. 

Renouncing the poor and illusory pre- 
cautions that we have taken to assure 
our voyage here below, let us go on 
with confidence toward Him who wishes 
to be the Pilot and Captain of our life. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Who Are “Men of Good Will”? 


About two weeks before Christmas, 
Dr. . poner of our largest Meth-- 
odist church, preached — so I was told 
— about the mistranslation of Luke 2: 
14, which [he said] should read “on 
earth peace to men of good will.” 

I do not believe it, for I think that 
it limits God’s mercy and bounty; for 
God offers through the angel chorus 
peace on earth to all men, and good 
will to all those who will accept it— 
not just those of good will. To me, it 
is not the encompassing, comprehen- 
sive meaning found in my _ Scofield 
Reference, King James, beautiful ver- 
sion of the Bible. . 

Could you sometime be so kind as to 
give a scholarly explanation of the 
correct translation and meaning of this 
angelic chorus? It cuts my heart for 
ruthlessness and audacity—to attack 
such sacred, blessed words. I’d appre- 
ciate your help.—An Indiana reader. 
Whatever the correct translation of 

Luke 2:14 may be, it cannot mean that 
men can find peace with God simply by 
good will, for Scripture does not con- 
tradict itself. Peace with Him comes 
only through the atoning work of Christ. 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: by whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God” (Rom, 5:1, 2). Salvation 
is “not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Eph, 2:9). 

The Companion. Bible, which has very 
fine marginal notes on the meaning of 
the Hebrew and Greek texts, makes this 
somment on the phrase “good will 
toward men”: “All the texts read 





‘among men of good pleasure,’ reading 
eudokias instead of eudokia, But the 
sense is the same, as the ‘good pleasure’ 
is that of Jehovah alone—among men 
of [His] good pleasure: 


‘It is your 


Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.’ But it.was man’s bad pleas- 
ure to reject the kingdom.” 

Quoting the words, “praising God, and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men,” 
the six volume Jamieson, Fausset & 
Brown “Critical and Experimental Com- 
mentary” (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 1945), has this 
unusually fine passage; which includes a 
scholarly explanation of the phrase in 
question: 

“Brief but transporting hymn, not only 
in articulate human speech for our be- 
hoof, but in tunable measure, in the form 
of a Hebrew parallelism of two complete 
members, and a third one, as we take 
it, only explaining and amplifying the 
second, and so without the connecting 
‘and.’ The ‘glory to God’ which the new- 
born Saviour was to bring is the first 
note of this exalted hymn, and was 
sounded forth probably by one detach- 
ment of the choir. To this answers the 
‘peace on earth,’ of which He was to be 
the Prince (Isa. 9:6), probably sung re- 
sponsively by a second detachment of 
the celestial choir; while quick follows 
the glad echo of this note—‘good will 
to men’—by a third detachment, we 
may suppose, of these angelic choristers. 
Thus: First division of the celestial choir 
— ‘Glory to God in the Highest’; Second 
— ‘And on Earth Peace’; Third — ‘Good 
Will to Men.’ Peace with God is the 
grand necessity of ‘a fallen world. To 
bring in this, in whose train comes all 
other peace worthy of the name, was the 
prime errand of the. Saviour to this 
earth. This effected, Heaven’s whole 
‘good will to men’ or the Divine com- 
placency descends now on a new footing 
to rest upon men, even as upon the Son 


(Continued on page 140) 
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XIV. The Centrality of Jerusalem in History 


The hub of the “land . . . which is the glory 
of all lands”’ (Ezek. 20:6) 


nized as the father of modern 

geography, and probably the most 
important writer on the problems of 
geography. on the European continent in 
the last half of the nineteenth century. 
One of his most remarkable works was 
the “Comparative Geography of Pales- 
tine and the Sinaitic Peninsula.” At the 
beginning of the fourth volume, as he 
opens his chapter on Jerusalem, Ritter 
has two sentences so pregnant with 
meaning that I place them here at the 
beginning of our study of the signifi- 
cance of Jerusalem in the great histori- 
cal.events of the past, and in those events 
revealed in the prophetic Scriptures 
which are to close this present age: 


Jerusalem’s Place Among Great Cities 
>“Jerusalem, built in the heart of 
Judza, away from all the great lines 
of communication which cross the East; 
separated and protected from the powers 
lying eastward of it by the Dead Sea, 
from those at the north and west by 
almost inaccessible footpaths, and by the 
Mediterranean Sea, and from those at 
the south by the broad wastes of desert 
which stretch away to Egypt;. situated 
oh.a rocky foundation, destitute of a 
rich: flora, almost without fields, with- 
out a-river, almost void of springs and 
any productive soil—has nevertheless 
gained a place among the great cities 
of’ the. globe, which, among those of 
Europe, can only be compared to Rome 
and Constantinople. And in many re- 
spects it has reached a place even higher 
than they, and affected the world more 
powerfully; for Jerusalem, as the city of 
David, as par eminence the temple city, 
has not only had the advantages of age, 
riches, splendor; trade, luxury, art, and 
conquest, like the great European capi- 
tals; but in the diffusion of its central 
idea of the unity of a God who must be 
worshiped in spirit'and in truth, in op- 
position. to the idolatries of the rest of 
the world, it has before, and more emi- 
nently since the birth of Christ, carried 
to.the ends of the earth a light which, 
though having to contend with doubt, 
falsehood, and superstition, has been en- 
abled to cleave through them all, to dis- 
Sipate the clouds, and to warm and 
Quicken. the mind of man through the 
whole western world: to affect already 
that of the East, and to afford assur- 
ahces that it will do so more and more.” 
“In the longest of all the prophetic 
books of the Old Testament written 
during the exile, the Book of Ezekiel, 
Jerusalem is placed as it were in the 
center of the earth. “Thus saith the 
Lord Jehovah: This is Jerusalem; I have 


Cin RITTER is generally recog- 





Great cities have distinctive sky- 
lines. Many a traveler can recall 
the Castle in Edinburgh, St. Paul’s 
in London, the Eiffel Tower in Paris, 
the Palais de Justice in Brussels, St. 
Peter’s in Rome, and the Citadel in 
Cairo, and thousands of returning 
Americans and emancipated Euro- 
peans have felt a great sense of re- 
lief when they saw the Empire State 
Building loom out of the mist as they 
neared these shores. But none of 
these can give quite the same thrill 
to the Christian traveler as his first 
view of the roofs, towers, and domes 
of Jerusalem as he comes up to it 
from the Mediterranean plain. It 
has had a marvelous history, and it 
is of that that Dr. Smith writes this 
week. Next week he writes of its 
significance in prophecy. 








set her in the midst of the nations, and 
countries are round about her” (5:5; 
Jer, 3:17). She was “in the middle of 
the earth” (38:12). Geographically Pal- 
estine was in the center of the then 
known world, which would make Jeru- 
salem to be as a city centrally located. 
But Jerusalem has far more than a posi- 
tion of geographical centrality; she is 
the most important city in the world, as 
even the great German historian Nie- 
buhr recognized after visiting Palestine 
and Syria toward the end of the eight- 
eenth century. Jerusalem is the pre- 
eminent city of all cities, both, histori- 
cally and. prophetically, in what has 
already happened there and what will yet 
happen there. Keil says her pre-emi- 
nence is “theological.” This is why no 
other city in the Bible, or any group 
of ten cities, has such profound and ex- 
alted titles as this city of Judah. Every- 
one is familiar with the title, “city of 
David” (2 Sam. 6:12; 1 Kings 2:10; 3:1; 
8:1; 11:27; 14:31), meaning that it was 
the city forever to be identified with the 
founder of the Davidic line, from whose 
loins the Messiah would come, and on 
whose throne the Messiah would some 
day sit. Later, by the Prophet Isaiah 
(1:26) it is called “The city of righteous- 
ness,” while the Psalms. give it the 
supreme title, “the city of God,” or “the 
city of the great king” (Psa. 46:4; 48: 

1, 2, 8; cf. Isa. 60:14). Again and again 
it is designated, in ancient times, as well 
as today, the “holy city” (Isa. 48:2; 52: 

1; Neh. 11:1; Dan. 9:24). Isaiah (60:14) 

combines a number of titles when he 
refers to it as “The city of Jehovah, The 
Zion of the Holy One of Israel.” Jere- 
miah foretells the time when it will be 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


“the throne of Jehovah” (3:17). This 
title is the origin for the most commonly 
used title for Jerusalem among the Arabs 
today, El-Kuds, meaning “the sanctuary.” 
Twice Matthew himself calls it “the holy 
city” (4:5; 27:53). It is not so much that 
men. have given these titles to the city, 
as that God Himself has so entitled this 
one single metropolitan area. 

Post-Biblical Jewish writers elabo- 
rated upon the idea of Jerusalem being 
the center of the earth. In one of the 
Talmudical tracts we read, “As the navel 
is set in the center of the human ‘body, 
so is the land of Israel, and the sanctuary 
in the center of Jerusalem, and the holy 
place in the center of the sanctuary, and 
the ark in the center of the holy place, and 
the foundation stone before the holy place, 
because from it the world was founded.” 
God never assigns names to places or 
persons unless He so ordains their sub- 
sequent history that these persons or 
places will have the opportunity of at- 
taining such characteristics as their re- 
spective names predict for them. Jeru- 
salem has never yet fully attained the 
greatness and the glory which God in- 
tended for her, and repeatedly predicted 
concerning her; but this city which does 
have these names of supreme spiritual 
pre-eminence has, nevertheless, even 
now been the scene of God’s redemptive 
purposes for mankind more than any 
other single locality on earth, 


Its First Mention 


The city most significantly comes be- 
fore us the first time, and with one pos- 
sible exception the only time during 
the entire patriarchal period, when 
Abraham, founder of the Hebrew nation, 
meets one by the name of Melchizedek, 
king of Salem, priest of the most high 
God, and, king of righteousness, as his 
name indicates (Gen. 14). The word 
“Salem,” meaning “peace,” is the earlier 
and shorter form of the word “Jerusa- 
lem.” In this episode we have the im- 
portant word “priest” occurring for the 
first time in the Bible. Here we have 
for the first time a table set on which 
are placed the subsequently sacred ele- 
ments of the Lord’s Supper, bread and 
wine. Here for the first time we have 
the title, “God Most High.” The great 
central portion of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is nothing more than an unfold- 
ing of the Melchizedek priesthood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, all of the deeper 
truths of which spring from this early 
passage in Genesis, in which for a fleet- 
ing moment we behold Melchizedek on 
the stage of history, a priest of God in 
the holy city. How, in the midst of the 
deep darkness and lasciviousness of Ca- 
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naanite civilization, this man knew God, 
and was serving Him as priest, is one 
of the great mysteries of ancient his- 
tory, into which we cannot enter here. 

It was in Jerusalem that the only 
temple God has ever had on this earth 
was built. It was here that all the kings 
of the Davidic line reigned over Israel, 
and then Judah, from the time of David 
to the fall of the city in 586 B.C., some- 
thing over four centuries. Here was 
Zion, the mount of God, so familiar a 
phrase in the Psalms. Here, above all, 
our blessed Lord was crucified. Here 
was the tomb, just outside the walls, 
where the power of death was broken, 
which He left empty by His resurrection. 
From the Mount of Olives opposite the 
city our Lord ascended into glory. Here, 
within fifty days after Calvary, did the 
Spirit of God mightily descend upon an 
assembled company of believers, bestow- 
ing upon them the ability to speak in 
foreign tongues, so that on that Day of 
Pentecost three thousand souls received 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, 
and the mighty, indestructible Church 
of the living God was born. 

This, then, is the city where redemp- 
tion for mankind was provided. Here 
wes Calvary with all of its eternal and 
profound implications. Here was that 
precious blood shed by which men have 
found forgiveness of sins, reconciliation 
to God, and peace which passeth all un- 
derstanding. Here the Son of God in 
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those few hours of His death and resur- 
rection worked out for all eternity the 
redemption promised by the prophets, 
embraced by all who by faith have ap- 
propriated the merits of Christ’s sacri- 
fice, the theme of the angels of Heaven 
and all the redeemed for eternity. It 


was here that occurred that of which 


Jesus spoke, “I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto my- 
self” (John 12:32). Though the city 
participated in and rejoiced in behold- 
ing the crucifixion of the Lamb of God, 
and thereby brought condemnation upon 
itself, it nevertheless makes Jerusalem 
the greatest of all the cities of the world. 
It was this meaning of Jerusalem that 
drew the millions of unfortunate par- 
ticipants in the great crusades of the 
Middle Ages. To it probably more pil- 
grims have turned than to any other 
city on earth. This is its past, briefly 
surveyed. Yet for over six hundred 
years, down to the beginning of our 
century, this city slept in an almost un- 
disturbed worthlessness. Except for pil- 
grimages and for a few students of Bib- 
lical history, from the time of the last 
crusade down to the end of the nine- 
teenth century, Jerusalem was playing 
no important part in the history of this 
earth. It was more like a tomb of a 
great conqueror which many would visit 
in adoration, only to bemoan the pass- 
ing of the glory of which it spoke. 
(To be continued) 


A Panorama of Missionary Conquest 


Ass more than a thousand students heard of 
the needs and opportunities in many lands 


By JOHN C. WINSTON, Jr. 


Recalling the early days of the Student Volunteer Movement more than 
a generation ago, when it stood firmly on the Word of God and pro- 
claimed the true Gospel, the second great missionary conference of the 
Student Foreign Missions Fellowship was held the last week in Decem- 


ber. 


The story is told for Times redders by one who is now a student 


at the Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, and also reported the 


Student Cunference in Switzerland last August. 


The Student Foreign 


Missions Fellowship is a branch of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 

ship, which is witnessing among students in a large number of colleges 

and universities, and which has headquarters at 64 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago 1 


PENDING the last week of 1948 at 

the University of Illinois’ Urbana 
campus, 1,150 students from all over the 
United States and Canada met for the 
Convention for Missionary Conquest, 
organized by the Foreign Missions Fel- 
lowship of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. The local Inter-Varsity 
chapter and the FMF staff, enjoying the 
full co-operation of the University 
authorities and the use of several 


fine tuildings, were hces‘s to sixty-one 
missioneries and to students represent- 
ing some two hundred and fifty schools 
and universities. 


On arrival each delegate received a 
manila envelope containing his souvenir 
hymnbook, name badge, and informa- 
tion sheets. This time-saving device 
was to be characteristic of the whole 
smoothly co-ordinated program. At the 
first convocation in the great auditorium, 
as I watched Mr. Paul Beckwith at the 
piano and Dr, Homer Hammontree lead- 
ing that large assembly of students in 
“I Love To Tell the Story,”. and saw a 
huge banner stretched across the plat- 
form bearing the convention motto, 
“FROM EVERY CAMPUS TO EVERY 
COUNTRY,” I remembered the first such 
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conference, held two years ago at the 
University of Toronto, where these and 
other familiar figures were present and 
where God had so singularly blessed. 
Although varying widely in religious 
and educational backgrounds, we had 
come together for the purpose of ac- 
quainting ourselves with specific mis- 
sionary enterprises throughout the world 
in order that we might intelligently seek 
God’s plan for our lives. Dr, William 
(“Billy”) Graham, of Northwestern 
Schools, clearly stated the issues that 
opening night — that in a world torn by 
war, plagued by false beliefs, and 
morally corrupted, God is seeking, as in 
the days of Ezekiel, for a man who, 
cleansed and filled with love for Christ, 
will stand in the gap for Him, 

Each morning rich Biblical messages 
on such topics as “The Word of God and 
Missions” and “The Lordship of Christ 
and Missions” were given, and there 
were discussion periods dealing. wiih 
such _practical matters as adjusting to 
native customs and choosing a mission 


’ board. Forums, separate and combined, 


were scheduled in the afternoons to 
deal with the religious, political, and 
social conditions on the different fields. 
At the evening sessions, missionary 
movies or special reports preceded the 
inspirational messages delivered by such 
missionary authorities as Mr. Norman 
Grubb, secretary of the World Evange- 
lization Crusade, Bishop Stauffer of the 
Mennonite Missions, Dr. Robert Mc- 
Quilkin, president of Columbia Bible 
College, and others. Each day’s inten- 
sive schedule opened with a devotional 
hour. Typical of these was the practical 
meditation brought by; Dr. Northcote 
Deck, who, from his long experience as 
a mission leader and the busy captain 
of a small missionary schooner in the 
South Sea Islands, impressed upon us 
the necessity of making time to be holy, 
of inviting the Master in regularly for 
a season of fellowship. He wants to 
sup with us frequently, Dr. Deck re- 
minded us, because even Christian work 
becomes dry and ineffective unless we 
know Him intimately and find all our 
springs in Him, 

It was sobering to hear Mr. Clyde Tay- 
lor, speaking on world missionary trends 
as the Washington observer sees them, 
point out that the world’s heathen popu- 
lation increase is outstripping our pres- 
ent missionary efforts; also it costs more 
to save souls now than ever before, and 
nationalism is growing stronger every- 
where. Nevertheless the openings cre- 
ated by the decay of certain old religions 
and the increasing literacy and acces- 
sibility of many. peoples make this an 
hour of golden opportunity. Many of 
us know so little about God’s witnesses 
before the modern era that it was stimu- 
lating to hear Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
president of Wheaton' College, present 
a series of vignettes from the lives of 
God’s ambassadors, many of them li‘tle 
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known, down through the centuries to 
our own day. Dr. J. McLaurin of India 
later emphasized the fact that the Bible 
is the sole standard for our personal 
experience, church life, and world 
evangelism. 

One of the new and promising mis- 
sion fields today is the student world. 
After reports from representatives of 
the student Christian movements in 
China, Norway, and France, Mr. C. 
Stacey Woods, general secretary of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and 
of Inter-Varsity International, sketched 
the recent progress of staff members in 
Japan, Hawaii, South America, and Ger- 
many. Students in North America are 


being called upon to help support work . 


in these strategic centers of learning, 
where virtually no Christian witness 
exists, Finally the coming of foreign 
students to our own colleges and uni- 
versities affords us a unique missionary 
challenge. Several foreign students, who 
had remained on the Illinois campus dur- 
ing the holidays, were invited one after- 
noon to an informal discussion with some 
of the visiting missionaries; and from 
this unexpected opportunity there en- 
sued many long and serious conversa- 
tions over the Word of God. But the 
primary purpose for the coming of these 
missionaries, representing some forty- 
four different boards, was to answer the 
many questions of our own students, and 
to that end an hour was set aside each 
afternoon when missionaries went to 
their rooms for individual conversations. 

Qn hearing of the unsettled political 
condition prevailing in many parts of 
Europe, India, and the Far East, some 
students became concerned lest the doors 
of opportunity should close entirely. 
Therefore it was particularly heartening 
to receive greetings from Bishop Hough- 
ton, director of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, who, though he could not be with 
us because of the grave situation in 
China, sent greetings and news that, at 
the request of Chinese leaders and mis- 
sionaries alike, the work there will be 
pursued and expanded regardless of 
Communist advances. However, as we 
became more familiar with the spiritual 
problems and physical obstacles attend- 
ing the task of evangelizing the world, 
we felt a new desire for a closer walk 
with God and for the power of the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish a superhuman task. 


Growth in Korea 


Throughout the week we had glimpses 
of the moving of God’s Spirit in many 
faraway spots. The Rev. Mr. Voelkel 
mentioned the phenomenal growth of 
the church in Korea in recent years; and 
Bishop Stauffer, of the Mennonite Mis- 
sions in Tanganyika, spoke of the power 
of the Gospel to break the African’s 
thains of fear, sin, and hopelessness. 
Mr. Norman Grubb and Dr. Robert Mc- 
Quilkin brought out emphatically that 
Only as we allow God, in simple faith, 


#0 empower us by His Spirit, can we 
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expect to work effectively for Him. Then 
Dr. G, -Allen -Fleece of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., spoke on the Holy Spirit’s min- 
istry, showing that He alone is the dy- 
namic of missions, and how each believer 
ean appropriate and abide in Him. 

Each night after the inspirational 
service, we met in our respective hous- 
ing units for a season of prayer. These 
were among the most blessed moments 
of the day, when in the intimacy of 
Christian fellowship, new Christians and 
older ones, under the guidance of their 
missionary prayer group leader, prayed 
to God concerning their daily walk and 
future work. 


Between sessions, the attractive dis- 
plays, which had been set up by students 
with an especial interest in one or an- 
other of the great mission fields, were 
thronged with visitors. In each case, 
along with the effort to recreate a coun- 
try’s atmosphere, care was taken to make 
plain its spiritual darkness also. Espe- 
cially popular, however, were the book 
tables, piled high with biographies of 
or books by such ‘men and women as 
Hudson Taylor, Jonathan Goforth, T. A. 
Lambie, C. T. Studd, Mildred Cable, and 
Francesca French. Along with these 
missionary classics, choice devotional 
books and Inter-Varsity’s own series of 
helpful books and pamphlets, written 
from the student’s viewpoint, were of- 
fered at reduced prices. 


What a Young Applicant Should Know 

Fully half of the sessions dealt with 
intensely practical issues. Dr. T. Norton 
Sterrett, secretary of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Fellowship, discussed with us mis- 
sion boards and their various policies, 
the attitude a young applicant should 
assume, and what he is entitled to know 
concerning a board’s doctrinal and finan- 
cial policies. Along these practical lines, 
special sessions were held for men and 
women on the last morning, during 
which veteran missionaries gave us val- 
uable suggestions concerning adjust- 
ments to life on the field, and an op- 
portunity was provided for questions. 
Several expressed the feeling that this 
was one of the most worth-while ses- 
sions they had attended. 

By the middle of the week, the effects 
of the conference were noticeable. Con- 
versions among unsaved students, either 
sib at the convention or local stu- 
dents, were joyfully reported. And the 
happy Christian-testimony of the de'e- 
gates elicited the sincere admiration of 
the University staff. On leaving many 
delegates left “thank you” notes and a 
tract for the regular students whose 
rooms they had occupied. 

Through the courtesy of Station, 
WMBI of the Moody Bible Institute, 
both the morning worship hour and the 
evening message were broadcast each 
day. Mr. Clarence Jones of Station 
HCJB in Ectiador told us of the great 
opportunity that radio presents today, 
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reaching as it does into millions of radio- 
conscious homes where missionaries are 
neither’ able nor permitted to go. The 
young men at the conference, who are 
training to be radio technicians inter- 
viewed representatives of different mis- 
sions now broadcasting in various parts 
of the world. One of the pleasures of 
the conference, which we enjoyed along 
with the excellent meals and fellowship, 
was just getting acquainted with folks 
of like vision. In the days to come, 
should the Lord tarry, it will be a joy 
and an encouragement to keep in: touch 
with these fellow laborers throughout 
the world. 


The Missionary Call 


On New Year’s Eve we met for our 
last session and sang again by special 
request some of the hymns we had come 
to appreciate in. a new way in those 
brief days together — “Jesus shall reign 
where’er the sun,” “Like a river glori- 
ous,” and “All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name,” to mention a few. All week Ged 
had been speaking through messages, 
conversations, posters, displays, books, 
and prayer meetings, so that hearts were 
ready for the simple, stirring address by 
Dr. Robert Smith of Dubuque (Iowa) 
University on the missionary call. He 
painted the contrast between our coun- 
try, which enjoys all the social, educa- 
tional, and spiritual benefits that grow 
out of the true Gospel, and the rest of 
the world, half of which is illiterate 
and without a knowledge of Christ. In 
the light of this tragic situation, God 
calls on us to pray, expecting results, 
to give as freely as we spend money on 
ourselves, and finally to heed His voice 
and go. It was a solemn moment, for 
when the invitation came to those who 
had newly purposed to go to the foreign 
field, scores of young men and women 
throughout the congregation rose to their 
feet. In closing prayer, we besought 
God that all those purposing to go might, 
in His providence, reach the field. 

Only a few hours remained in the old 

year and, after a brief interval, we cele- 
brated the Lord’s Supper together. The 
Rev. Mr. MacLennan, of Hamilton, Ont., 
led us in a brief worship service and 
then presided at the Communion service. 
It was 1949 when the-benediction ended 
our conference, and many of us imme- 
diately set out for distant campuses. 
Each went back to begin to fulfill his 
part in the great commission. Dr. T. 
Norton Sterrett, who so ably directed 
the convention, was resigning his post as 
FMF secretary to return to India. Other 
missionaries, like Mr, Norman Grubb, 
were spending their last days in the 
United States at the convention before 
returning to their fields abroad. We 
students scattered with a new determina- 
tion to be campus missionaries until, 
our training completed, we shall be wit- 
nesses abroad, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ERTAIN Greeks ... Sir, we 
would see Jesus.”—In August, 
1947, the Chief of Staff of the 
Greek Army asked the American Bible 
Society for 200,000 copies of the New 
Testament, one for each soldier under 
arms, to be retained by him after leav- 
ing the army. This distribution is be- 
ing made, 150,000 in modern Greek and 
50,000 in old Greek being in process of 
distribution. Some 200,000 single Gos- 
pels were sent the troops in the interim 
before New Testaments could be pro- 
vided. 

There seems to be great thirst for 
Scripture among these Greek people. A 
society has been established to supply 
Scriptures to every university and high 
school student; every public school- 
teacher; every Greek intellectual; every 
postal, telegraph, and telephone em- 
ployee; every prisoner and hospital pa- 
tient; every Jew in Greece; every refu- 
gee in the guerrilla warfare. 

“In the female prisons of Athens,” it 
reports, “there are eight hundred women 
and not one single copy of the New Tes- 
tament. The Jews in Greece suffered 
much under the Nazi occupation, and 
now willingly listen to the Gospel mes- 
sage.” 

Mr. George T. B. Davis has dispatched 
13,500 New Testaments for students in 
Athens, and has undertaken the publica- 
tion of 50,000 more. This edition is one 
of the best ever published in modern 
Greek, with its very readable type, and 
was put through the press by Mr. Zod- 
hiates of the American Committee for 
the Evangelization of the Greeks. 

The president of the Evangelical 
Churches in Greece, Mr. Hadjia-An- 
toniou, has been arrested at the instance 
of the Greek Church for circulating 
Scriptures without an authorized stamp. 
He and the Rev. Argos Zodhiates rep- 
resented the Greek Evangelicals at the 
Amsterdam World Council, sitting along- 
side the Greek Orthodox Metropolitans. 
When they returned to Greece, they 
returned to an inferior status, and, in 
the case of Mr. Hadjia-Antoniou, to 
prison for circulating Scriptures. One 
thinks of the large relief which has 
gone from American churches through 
World Council Relief and which went 
even as far as providing Mass garments 
and help in restoring Greek state 
» churches. All of which illustrates the 
hollowness of ecumenicalism, 

That old. straddler, the Federal Coun- 
cil, promoted “missions of Protestant 
Witness on. Reformation Day, October 
31.” “These were to be not anti-Roman 
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Catholic but pro-Protestant.” As if one 
could be one without the other! Its 
child, the World Council, is on the horns 


of a similar dilemma. But this is not 
all. Mr. Zodhiates points to another dan- 
ger, The World Council has been offer- 
ing scholarships for training in Ameri- 
can seminaries to members of the Greek 
Orthodox Church. One of the recipients 
of this bounty expressed his disgust at 
the teaching given as, for example, that 
Moses was a mythical figure. “If the 
World. Council decides to give scholar- 
ships to Evangelical Greeks, they are 
not going to send them to. conservative 
seminaries or Bible schools.” 

But there are better things. reported. 
In the Zannion Hospital at Athens, two 
surgical nurses sacrifice a part of their 
meager pay to buy New Testaments for 
the patients. In the Pirgzus Hospital, a 
patient who received a New Testament 
was the daughter of a professor of the- 
ology —she confessed she knew nothing 
of the Word. Also a teacher in a Greek 
Orthodox Sunday school promised to 
distribute evangelical literature. <A 
young Greek civil engineer who barely 
escaped execution in the present dis- 
turbances, a winner of the Victoria Cross 
for service with the British Intelligence, 
has been converted in a New York meet- 
ing and is testifying in Greek churches. 


Mr. Hodgson, a living English poet, 
has in “The Song of Honour” given us a 
picture of the coming Kingdom which 
is worthy to be considered with the 
great Christological passage in Philip- 
pians 2:9-11, with its final praise “that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” 


I heard the universal choir 
The sons of light exalt their Sire 
With universal song. 
Earth's lowhest and loudest notes, 
Her million times ten million throats 
Exalt Him loud and long 
And lips and lungs and tongues of grace 
From every part and every place 
Within the shining of His face— 
The universal throng. 
It’s the great white company of Revela- 
tion 7. 


The Christian Century is a sort of un- 
official trumpeter for the Federal Cotn- 
cil. In a recent. number it speaks of 
the Council’s “distinguished service 
through four decades to the cause of 
Christian cooperation. . . . The record 
of the Council is one in which Christians 
of every denomination can take pride. 
. .. In this country the Federal Council 
is almost universally recognized to be 
a competent and authentic witness in 
behalf of evangelical Christianity to the 
conscience of the country on the great 
issues Of national life.” 

One could only wish a bill of par- 
ticulars. 

This fanfare is sounded-to introduce 
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the next scheme, namely, the incorpora- 
tion into the Federal Council of the de- 
nominational missionary and other soci- 
eties— an infamous proposal. 

“We have reached a time when the 
growth of cooperation requires a new 
but logically related step. That is the 
merging of the eight principal inter- 
church agencies, including the Federal 
Council of Churches, in one Protestant 
interchurch body. The constitution of 
that body is already drawn up, and the 
proposed National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, is the 
result.” Then it adds, “There are senti- 
mental reasons that will doubtless cause 
some churchmen to oppose this change 
which has been approved -by twelve of 
the principal Protestant denominations 
belonging to the Federal Council.” 

The opposition is more than senti- 
mental. It is time that it arouse itself 
against this usurpation. 

It should be noted that this is “the sub- 
stitution of a single working machine 
to take the place of the scattered de- 
nominational organizations” which Mr. 
Rockefeller recommended in “Rethink- 
ing Missions,” p. 320. Is Mr, Rockefel- 
ler and his money backing this new 
project of the Federal Council? 

Foxe’s “Book of Martyrs” is so dam- 
aging to the reputation of the Roman 
Church and its clergy that many at- 
tempts have been made to discredit it. 
We are thankful, then, to the’ English 
Churchman for keeping the record 
straight. It tells us that three Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury of Foxe’s day bore 
the strongest testimony to his integrity. 

Archbishop Parker in the Canons of 
1571 ordered all bishops and. other digni- 
taries to have in their hall, or public 
dining room, the Bible and Foxe’s great 
work. Archbishop Grindall was Foxe’s 
main assistant in the compilation, Arch- 
bishop Whitgift speaks of Foxe as “that 
worthy man who hath deserved so well 
of the .Church of England.” 

Fuller’s praise for Foxe’s endeavors 
was unbounded; Strype spoke of him 
as “a most painstaking searcher into 
records and archives,” one who was 
“diligent, strictly true, and faithful.” 
Bishop Burnet, after examination of the 
records, testified to Foxe’s “utmost fidel- 
ity and exactness.” J. A, Froude, too, 
says, “I trust Foxe when he produced 
documentary evidence, because I. have 
invariably found his documents ac- 
curate.” 

Youth for Christ Meetings Continue. 
—One of the more notable meetings was 
that in the old Roman amphitheater at 
Nimes in the south of France; one of 
the more interesting that at Addis: Ababa, 
in Ethiopia; As similar Youth for Christ 
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meetings in Jos and Kano in Nigeria, this 
in Addis Ababa was promoted by mis- 
sionaries of the Sudan Interior Mission. 
Bands of Christian young people were 
formed to pray for the meetings. A 
local theater was hired for the night. 
“Youth for Christ” buttons, a thousand 
ef them, were distributed, and adver- 
tisements were placed in newspapers. 

“With the building packed to the limit 
with Ethiopians, at 3 p.m. the meetings 
started half an hour ahead of schedule, 
a sea of 1,500 expectant faces fronting 
the stage. The program was bilingual, 
Amharic, and English. Every Bible quiz 
question called forth a forest of dusky 
hands, their owners all eager with an 
answer. The massed singing was fine. 
The missionary radio chorus, an Ethio- 
pian girls’ double trio, and a mixed choir 
from the Commercial School provided 
the special musical numbers. 

“The speakers all used Amharic as they 
gave their testimonies to the saving and 
keeping power of Christ. The message 
of the main speaker, A. E. G, Sellassie, 
gripped and swayed the crowd as noth- 
ing had done before. It was a time of 
touching solemnity. 

-“Subsequent regular meetings have 
been crowded out. At one of them more 
than a hundred young people expressed 
their desire to take Christ. Thus a new 
contact has been made with thousands 
of teen-age Ethiopians among whom 
God is working.” 

The Memorandum of the Ethiopian 
Government, presented to the Council of 
Foreign Ministers in London, 1945, called 
attention to the fact that Great Britain 
had. promised the return of Italian 
Somaliland and Eritrea to Ethiopia. Now, 
however, there is danger lest they be 
turned back to Italy. Certainly Catholic 
political influence in the United States 
will be cast in that direction. Yet no 
less than 760,000 Ethiopians lost their 
lives. as a result of the Italian, raid on 
Ethiopia, and 2,000 churches were de- 
stroyed by Catholic Italians. The. finan- 
cial losses were, for a poor country like 
Ethiopia, staggering. 

Opening Santo Domingo.—The West 
Indies Mission has had great ingather- 
ings in Haiti, but Santo Domingo, the 
other half of the island, has been unre- 
sponsive. Now word comes of awaken- 
ing theré also. Mr. Bermudez and Mr. 
Butler visited the new work, and re- 
turned with warm reports of advance. 
On the northeast coastal region Mr. But- 
ler met with a happy surprise—he 
found one district in which almost one 
hundred per cent of the inhabitants are 
cohverts.: “This section had formerly 
been noted for its fanaticism. Various 
missionaries had failed and withdrawn. 
The present man, when almost at. the 
failing point, sought the Lord earnestly, 
and was' led to spend time in fasting 
and prayer, The result has been the 
thorough conversion of practically all 
ofthe community. Five young-people 
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volunteered for Bible school training in 
order to work as home missionaries.” 


“Christian Missions” is an association 
of men who are promoting pioneering 
work in the French West Indies and 
French Africa. They are Baptists who 
are opposed to “inclusive policies” in 
mission administration. Among its 
directors is Mr. Arthur F. Davies, a mem- 
ber of the Madison Avenue Baptist 
Church of Paterson, N. J., and who at 
times supplies its pulpit. He is a law- 
yer, for many years associated, as man- 
ager, with the Astor Estate reality hold- 
ings; also he is real estate advisor and 
consultant for the City Bank and 
Farmers Trust Company in New York. 
For fifty-four years he has faithfully 
held forth the Word of life, “on His heart 
to be loved, in His hands to be used, at 
His feet to be taught, and on His shoul- 
ders to be carried.” Christian Missions 
has more than twenty workers on the 
field. 

In Paterson, N. J., is the home of the 
well-known Christian family, the Stams. 
Their homestead is now to be made 
headquarters of Christian Missions, the 
deed having been conveyed to it by the 
Star of Hope (rescue) Mission. It is 
to be used as a rest home for mission- 
aries, a point of departure and arrival 
for traveling missionaries, living quar- 
ters for the general director, and for 
mission offices. Eight fine Christian chil- 
dren were reared here by Mr. Stam, 
among them John Stam, the Anhwei 
martyr. The house is ‘fragrant with 
Christian memories and Christian prayer. 


In the dispiriting news from Spain 
one happy note is heard. A writer in 
World Dominion tells of the publication 
of two fine new versions of the Bible 
from the original tongues into Spanish 
in the space of four years. That of 
Nacar and Colunga, first published in 
1944, has since seen a second edition. 
That of Bover and Cantera, described 
as a “critical” work, was published in 
1947. 

The notes of the first version are short 
and noncontroversial. Professor Can- 
tera’s notes on the Old Testament are 
largely archaeological and not disturbing 
to Evangelicals. Bover’s notes are doc- 
trinal and in some instances helpful, in 
others the reverse. 

The trouble with this Bible movement 
is that the price of the Bibles makes 
them beyond the reach of the common 
people. So; outside a limited circle, they 
are unknown. Yet the Spirit of God can 
use them to bring light to, and leader- 
ship from, influential people. He has 
done this before as, for example, in the 
case of the great Huguenot leader, Ad- 
miral de Coligny. 

The same writer says that, by mouth- 
to-mouth witness, the Gospel spreads in 
spite of persecution and outside chapels 
and Gospel halls. This is especially true 
among the “Brethren” assemblies of 
Galicia and Barcelona. Scores of house 
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meetings have ‘taken the place of larger 
public -meetings. Though these ,were 
sometimes raided and the gatherers 
fined, there were always other houses, 
and the work proceeded with apostolic 
fervor. Membership of the assemblies 
has increased over five times since 1932. 
A great deal of the increase was brought 
about in days when there was not a tiny 
crumb of toleration. With reopening of 
halls, the churches had grown in num- 
ber, experience, and gift, and were ready 
for a further outpouring of blessing. 

“Where a live and active witness has 
been maintained by individuals and by 
groups, there has been greater blessing 
than ever before, especially among 
young men and women.” 


The Chols are Indians living in the 
mountains of Chiapas in Southern Mex- 
ico, cultivating a little corn in the most 
primitive fashion, speaking only their 
own dialect. They are spiritually bound 
in witchcraft and idolatry. A Mexican, 
who had been converted by reading a 
New Testament, set out to make Christ 
known to them, visiting the scattered 
hamlets and houses, At various points 
Christian communities grew up, notably 
at Tumbala, where some three hundred 
Chols now meet regularly for Sunday. 
worship. The movement is spreading. 
Those who have been converted are 
evangelizing; all this is going on with- 
out any systematic help from mission- 
ariés. 

Finally two young women, Wycliffe 
translators, went to live here in order 
to translate Scripture into Chol and to 
help them to a deepened Christian life. 
Evelyn Woodward, now Mrs. Wilbur 
Aulie, studied the language, never re- 
duced to writing, and finally finished a 
translation of Mark’s Gospel, Also trans- 
lations of hymns which the Chol Chris- 
tians appreciate so much that they are 
commonly called “the singers” by those 
without. 

Meanwhile groups of men from remote 
villages began coming over the moun- 
tains asking for teachers for their chil- 
dren. As a result of this the Chol In- 
dians of Northern Chiapas, Mexico, have 
turned to the Gospel in what is begin- 
ning to resemble a mass movement, In 
colonies where there is but one believer 
in a year, there may be eighty families 
a few years hence. They bitterly need 
instruction, and an annual Bible insti- 
tute is held in February in Tumbala. At 
the last one, four hundred Chol be- 
lievers packed the chapel. A chapter 
was read from the new translation, Chol 
hymns were sung, a dedicatory prayer 
offered, and a representative of the 
Chols publicly thanked Mrs. Evelyn 
Aulie, the gifted and diligent translator. 
In the ten-day institute which followed, 
twenty Chols became able to read the 
Gospel, and three other reading classes 
at different stages of progress were held 
simultaneously. 

' There are now more than a thousand 
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professed Christians among these Chol 
tribespeople. 

The last Christian Business Men’s Con- 
vention was held in the Mayflower Hotel 
in Washington. “The Hotel Mayflower 
has never seen a convention bathed in 
prayer as this one was. What a visit 
to.the throne of God those early morn- 
ing prayer meetings were! It was a 
gathering filled with praise “to him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood,” when we stood to- 
gether in that hotel ballroom and joined 
in singing, “Amazing grace, how sweet 
the sound !” 

The Communion service, which has 
become one of the high points of the 
convention, was attended by a larger 
number than ever before. It was under 
the direction of two laymen, James A. 
Baillie of Buffalo and Oswald A. Smith 
of Vancouver. The Holy Spirit’s pres- 
ence was felt in much heart searching 
and devotion. It was, indeed, a new and 
strange experjence for the hotel person- 
nel to witness a Communion service in 
the Sapphire Room of the Mayflower 
Hotel with His praises ringing through 
the hallways. 

The Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee has now seventeen servicemen’s 
centers, all others (U.S.O., etc.) having 
passed out of existence. Reports from 
these evangelistic centers indicate that 
about a thousand servicemen a month 
are there brought to Christ and many 
Christians drawn to a closer walk with 
Christ in the large number of Bible 
classes. Admiral Durgins, in charge of 
Naval Aircraft, at Jacksonville, Fla., 
spoke at the convention and promised 
his “co-operation in every way.” 

“It is not natural for a work like this 
to prosper,” said Mr. Grunigen, the pres- 
ident. “It is supernatural.” One cannot 
but agree. Some 60,000 have been 
brought to Christ through its evange- 
lism this last year. 


Hebrew-Christian News.—There is a 
training institute in Boldern, high above 
Lake Zurich in Switzerland, where mis- 
sionaries working among Jews come for 
conference and instruction during a fort- 
night. .As on similar occasions, “the 
number.of Hebrew Christians was amaz- 
ing, and proved once more that many 
Jews who have come to the light feel 
called to pass it on to their own kith 
and kin.” 

A new Jewish Bible society is forming 
in Stuttgart, a son of the late Jewish 
missionary, Mr. Weissenstein, being ac- 
tive in it. There are Hebrew-Christian 
Bible circles in Freiburg, Karlsruhe, 
Mannheim, Frankfort, and Stuttgart. 
“Everywhere hungry souls!” In Buda- 
pest, in war time, some two thousand 
Jews were taken into the membership 
of one Protestant church. Nor was this 
mere “baptism panic,” for after the war 
the privilege of returning to Judaism 
was offered, but only fifteen members 


accepted. 
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Young Hebrew Christians of Holland 
call thémselves the Haderech, the peo- 
ple of the Way, as the first Hebrew Chris- 
tians did. Many of them were con- 
verted in concentration camps and now 
have extraordinary zeal for Christ; 
Some of them are ardent Zionists and 
hope some day to go to Palestine with 
a view to playing their part as Christian 
witnesses to Israel. 

Mr. Emil Hajos, the Hugarian Hebrew- 
Christian leader, writes: “Our regular 
Bible classes have brought us continued 
joy. The interest shown by both Jews 
and Christian Jews has been so great 
that we have been able to hold four- 
teen well-attended Bible meetings 
weekly. There are always new faces. 
Some weeks ago, a rabbi from the coun- 
try accepted the Lord Jesus. He is now 
our guest, and is anxious to witness for 
the Lord.” ; 

There is great need among Hebrew- 
Christian children in Germany, half 
starved and tuberculous. The Interna- 
tional Hebrew Christian Alliance, 4919 
N. Albany Ave., Chicago 25, is the relief 
agency. 

Meanwhile it is well to take note. of 
what is happening in Palestine. The 
Jews, often the survivors of Nazi -con- 
centration camps, have beaten the Egyp- 
tians in the Negev, defeated the Iraquis 
in Jaffa, vanquished the so-called Lib- 
eration Army in Ramleh and Lydda, and 
driven the Syrian and Lebanese armies 
out of all of Galilee—an epic military 
achievement. And all-the time they are 
feverishly working to build up the econ- 
omy of the Holy Land in order to pro- 
vide homes and subsistence for the thou- 
sands of their brethren who are pouring 
into the country from the D.P, camps of 
Europe. ; 

Recently an Associated Press dispatch 
reported three thousand Jews from Bul- 
garia having just started for Palestine. 
And the Jews of this land have been 
comparatively free from persecution. 


A classical method used by Rome for 
the conquest of Protestantism is to watch 
the sale of farms in Pfotestant areas, 
then to step in and buy them, even at 
very high prices, and later to place Cath- 
olic farmers there. This is done by 
French Canadian clergy in Nova Scotia 
and Northern Vermont. Also by the 
Catholic Irish in Ulster. Now from 
Wales comes the news that Catholic 
Poles, former prisoners in England and 
now “flooded with money,” are able 
to buy farms which the Welsh have not 
the means to purchase. From North 
Italy also news comes that’ Waldensians 
are being edged out in the same fashion. 
As to the last, it is interesting to learn 
that the Government of Uruguay is ask- 
ing for an immigration of five thousand 
Waldensians to their land, ‘so satisfied 
are they with an earlier immigration. 

In this connection, note that Mr. St. 
Laurent is now leader of the Liberal 
party in Canada and will, presumably 
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before long, be Prime Minister. The 
French language newspapers in Quebec 
are demanding that he appoint a Cana- 
dian minister to the Vatican like the one 
Mr. Roosevelt wished on our nation. Le 
Devoir of Montreal writes: 

“We have reason to believe that Mr. 
St. Laurent is personally in favor of 
appointing a diplomatic representative 
te the Vatican. It would have been done 
already had not certain lobbyists, with 
more enthusiasm than wisdom, aroused 
the spirit of opposition in Protestant 
circles. Now we must wait until un- 
favorable opinion calms down before 
taking any action. One may hope that 
Mr. St. Laurent will not hesitate to take 
this step, once he judges the time op- 
portune.” 


Mr. Krauthamer, missionary to the 
Jews in Argentina, has organized a radio 
broadcast especially adapted to Jewish 
ears. Strange to say, “when the time 
came that we were really ready to an- 
nounce our first broadcast, the two out- 
standing Jewish dailies in Buenos Aires, 
the Jewish Press and the Jewish Nation, 
both featured it in their papers. For 
three days running, two Jewish news- 
papers carried announcements of a radio 
broadcast by a missionary, and that 
prominently, in their columns, 

“Judging from the reports coming in 
continually, the value of this ministry 
can hardly be overestimated. We be- 
lieve that hundreds of thousands of Jews 
in Argentina and other South American 
countries heard the Word of God that 
day.” 


When, in the eighties of the last cen- 
tury, a group of premillenarian Chris- 
tians held a conference in St, James 
Episcopal Church, New York, Prof. C. 
A. Briggs of Union Seminary felt called 
to denounce them and demand their 
expulsion from church membership. The 
climate has changed since then. Here 
is an illustration. In a highly technical 
exegetical article in the last Expository 
Times, Prof. Matthew Black of the Uni- 
versity of Leeds writes: 

“If we can say ‘now that the primi- 
tive church was mistaken in its belief 
in His imminent return, it must also be 
said that a Christian faith without its 
advent hope is as much a bowdlerized 
edition of the apostolic Gospel as one 
in which the Son of man is not risen 
from the dead.” 


Brief Notes 


The Wissel Lakes country, on the roof 
of the Papuan world, is the home of a 
stone-age survival, the Kapaukus people, 
who, when discovered, imagined them- 
selves the sole denizens of this planet. 
The: Christian and Missionary Alliance 
is evangelizing them,-its missionaries be- 
ing engaged in reducing their language 
and translating Scripture into it. News 
comes that the first Kapauku has con- 
fessed Christ in baptism. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 27. THE STANDARDS OF THE KINGDOM 


Matthew 5 to 7; printed text, 5:1-12; 7:24-27 
Golden Text.—Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.—Matt. 6:33 


Kinc Jamts VERSION 


Matt. 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a moune- 
tain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: 

2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 


12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you. 

Chap. 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them; I will liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock: 

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 
founded upon a rock. 

26 And every one that heareth these sayings. of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand: 

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the 
fall of it. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N THE so-called Sermon on the 

Mount our Lord lays down the prin- 

ciples of His Kingdom which should 
control the hearts and characterize the 
behavior of all who profess to be His 
loyal subjects. It is a great mistake to 
think of these standards as though they 
were the expression of the Gospel. No 
man is offered salvation for obedience to 
the instruction given in this sermon. 
Instead of requiring such obedience as 
a means of salvation, our Lord had a 
twofold object in proclaiming it. First, 
it sets up the ideals which His disciples 
should strive to reach. But it also con- 
demns the natural man by exposing his 
innate sinfulness and need of a Saviour; 
for it sets up a standard so high that, 
apart from the regenerating grace of 
God, no man can attain unto it. In this 
respect it is law raised to its highest 
power that “sin by the commandment 
might become exceeding sinful.” 

To ignore it for the present age, as 
some do, and seek to make it apply only 
to the day when the Kingdom is estab- 
lished in the millennial age is as wrong 
as to endeavor to make it the rule of 
life whereby men are saved. It is for 
all the time during Christ’s absence from 
this earth. No Christian can afford to 
ignore it, yet all should remember it is 
the law of the Kingdom rather than the 
rule for the Church. But just as “the 
fighteousness of the law” is “fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4), so the holy 
principles laid down in this sermon will 
be exemplified in the lives of all who 
recognize the rightful authority of the 
rejected King and who seek to honor 
Him in His absence by walking as He 
would have us. 


% “ % < 


The Historical Setting 
It is now believed generally that the 
sermon was preached on the slopes of 


Mount Hermon, back of Capernaum, - 


Jesus had gone up into the higher part 
of the mountain, but when He saw a 
multitude come up He descended, as 
Luke tells us, unto a plain—a kind of 
tableland, where many could hear His 
discourse. The time was probably dur- 
ing the month of May, A.D. 28. For- 
merly, scholars generally considered that 
the site of the Sermon was the Horns 
of Hattin, but this view is now discarded 
by most, 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:1—‘“Seeing the multitudes, he 
went up into a mountain.” Finding a 
place where many could hear, He gath- 
ered His disciples about Him and ad- 
dressed Himself directly to them, but 
in the hearing of all. 

Verse 2.—‘He opened his mouth, and 
taught them.” There He preached the 


-lengthiest and most important discourse 


reported in the four Gospels. He set 
forth the righteous principles upon 
which His Kingdom was to be estab- 
lished. 

Verse 3—“Blessed are the poor in 
spirit.” These are the men and women 
who recognize the fact that they have 
no spiritual assets. They confess their 
lost condition and so rely upon divine 
grace. 

Verse 4—“Blessed are they that 
mourn.” The very sorrows men are 
called to pass through prove a means 
of blessing if they know “the God of 
all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3) who binds up 
broken hearts (Psa. 34:18) and makes 
our griefs to become the means of our 
growth in grace when we trust His love 
and rest in the realization that all things 
work together for the good of His own 
(Rom. 8:28). 


Verse 5.—“Blessed are the meek.” The 
world admires the pushing, self-assertive 
man. Jesus Christ was meek and lowly 
in heart. Those who partake of His 
spirit are the ones who get the most 
out of life, after all. It is they who 
“inherit the earth,” for they see in all 
nature the evidences of a Father’s love 
and care. 


Verse 6.—“Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness.” 
Such hunger and thirst — such deep, ear- 
nest desire — gives evidence of the new 
life. These desires are not given to mock 
us. Satisfaction is the promised portion 
of all who thus yearn after God, in whom 
alone righteousness is found. 


Verse 7.—“Blessed are the merciful.” 
To those who show mercy, mercy will 
be extended. This is a law of the King- 
dom. The hard, implacable man, who 
deals in stern justice alone, will be 
dealt with in the same way when failure 
comes into his own life. 


Verse 8.—“Blessed are the pure in 
heart.” Purity is singleness of purpose. 
The pure in heart are those who put 
God’s glory above all else. To such He 
reveals Himself. They see His face when 
others discern only His providential 
dealings. 

Verse. 9.—“Blessed ‘are the peace- 
makers.” Strife and division are works 
of the flesh (Gal. 5:19, 20). Sowing dis- 


. cord among brethren is one of the things 


that the Lord hates (Prov. 6:16-19). We 
are commanded to “follow after the 
things which make for peace” (Rom, 14: 
19). In doing this, we manifest the 
divine nature, as children of Him who 
is the God of peace (Rom. 15:33). 


Verse 10.—“Blessed are they which 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.” 
This intimates clearly that the instruc- 
tion set forth here is intended not, as 
many have insisted, for the millennial 
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Kingdom of Christ, for then there will 
be no persecution for the sake of right- 
eousness, but for the disciples of Christ 
during the time of His rejection, when 
His followers are exposed to the hatred 
of a godless world. 

Verse 11—‘“Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you ... falsely, for my sake.” 
It should be esteemed a luxury to suffer 
for Christ’s dear sake. But we should 
be careful that we give no occasion for 
evil report by inconsistency in the life. 

Verse 12—“Great is your reward in 
heaven.” In the day of Christ we will 
be well repaid for all we have suffered 
for His sake while here on earth, 

Chap. 7:24—“Whosoever heareth ... 
and doeth .. . I will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock.” The Word of Christ is a sure 
foundation upon which to build. He 


who hears and obeys that Word is as © 


one who builds a house upon the rock. 

Verse 25.—“The rain ... floods... 
and the winds ... beat upon that house; 
and it fell not.” All the trials and vicis- 
situdes of life come in vain upon the man 
who believes God and walks in His truth. 
Nothing can destroy the house founded 
on the truth of God’s own Word. It is 
not here the Church built on Christ, the 
rock of salvation, but a Christian char- 
acter built on the rock of obedience to 
the Word 

Verse 26—“Every one that heareth 

, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built... 
upon the sand.” To ignore Christ’s Word 
is fatal and presages ruin at last. 

Verse 27.—“It fell: and great was the 
fall of it.” A life or character built upon 
human reasoning, and ignoring the words 
of Christ, must end in disaster. No 
house which rests only on the shifting 
sands of human opinion can long stand 
against the tempest. 


Lesson Outline 
THE BEATITUDES 

. The lowly in spirit (Matt. 5:3) 

. Comfort for mourners (v. 4) 

3 The irresistible might of meekness 
(v. 5) 

. Yearning after righteousness (v. 6) 

. Mercy for the merciful (v. 7) 

. The vision of God for the pure in 
heart (v. 8) 

7. The peacemakers exemplifying the 
new nature (v.,9) 

8. Suffering for righteousness’ sake LW. 


noe 


am 


10) 
9. Reviled by men: approved by God 
(vs, 11, 12) 





The Rock and Sand Foundations (chap. 
7: 24-27) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In this great address our Lord sets 
forth the principles upon which His 
Kingdom is to be established. These in- 
structions of His are to rule in the hearts 
of those who are waiting for that King- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
& February 20.—Jesus Chooses the 
Twelve. Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 
1:16-20; 3;13-19; Luke 6:12-16 
Next Week’s Lesson 
10. March 6.—Parables of Jesus (Tem- 
perance) Mark 4; Luke 15:11-24 








dom to be openly displayed. When 
Christ returns and reigns in righteous- 
ness, His disciples will not have to face 
adverse circumstances. It is during the 
waiting time that we are subject to per- 
secution and misunderstanding by the 
world. In response to all the evils un- 
godly men seek to inflict upon His dis- 
ciples, the Saviour teaches that grace in 
the life should be the effective answer, 
and the proof of subjection to His will. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

How To Use the Sermon on the Mount 
in This Age. Make it clear that these 
are the principles of the Kingdom, which 
the Lord Jesus declared had drawn nigh, 
but which was rejected and so awaits 
complete fulfillment when the King re- 
turns. In the meantime, all who recog- 
nize in Jesus earth’s rightful King are 
responsible to own His authority over 


-their lives and so will seek to be con- 


trolled by the standards He has set up. 
But show men that this is not the Gos- 
pel, which is the proclamation of salva- 
tion by grace through the finished work 
of Christ. When this Gospel has been 
received in faith, men become children 
of the Kingdom and as such may find 
here the guiding principles that will 
enable them to manifest their allegiance 
to the absent King. 


Summaries and Applications 

The “poor in spirit” are the lowly- 
minded, who have no spiritual assets, 
but take the place of acknowledged sin- 
fulhess and helplessness. 

The virtues which the Lord Jesus ex- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT is the teaching of Matthew, chap- 
ters 5 to 7, usually called? 
2. What relation does the teaching of 
these chapters sustain to the Gospel? 
3. What is the difference between “poor 
in spirit” and “poor-spirited”? 
4. To what sort of mourning is comfort 
offered in the Gospel? 
5. How does the third beatitude strike 
clean across the standards of the world? 
6. Who is the greatest example of the 


truth of the third beatitude? 


7. What is the first qualification for be- 
coming a great theologian? 

8. How does the world’s excommunication 
promote us? 

9. What are the alternatives from such a 
claim as Jesus makes for His teachings in 
Matthew 7:24-27? 

10. What test does Paul say will be ap- 
plied to the structure we build? 


(Answers on page 139) 
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tols in the beatitudes were all seen in 
their fullness in His own perfect life and 
walk while here on earth and are re- 
produced in His disciples through the 


‘energy of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 


Thoughtless men often say that the 
Sermon on the Mount is good enough for 
them as a means of salvation. But who 
has ever fully lived up to the principles 
therein set forth? 

When there is activity of conscience, 
the words of our Lord in these: three 
chapters will bring conviction of one’s 
utter sinfulness and inability to draw 
nigh to God on the ground of human 
merit. 

When the words of the Lord Jesus are 
accepted as the voice of God to the soul, 
they produce repentance and result in 
self-judgment. This brings one to the 
end of all pretension to righteousness 
and casts the soul alone upon Christ, 
who is the Rock-foundation. All human 
speculation is but as sinking sand. 


Wrvona Lake, Inp. 
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are the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Lord, by whose loving- 
kindness we enjoy all the blessings of 
the Gospel, make us freshly appreciative 
of our Christian heritage. For this day 
of rest, worship, and holy service, we 
thank Thee. Lift all our life this week 
to the highest and best this Lord’s Day 
inspires. In our busy tasks each day, 
in our contacts with our dear ones and 
our companions, keep us mindful that 
we are Thine. Help us _ to make all 
our decisions, to order all our. con- 
duct and conversation so as to glorify 
Thee. Keep our ambitions and desires 
pure and unselfish. Give us more love 
for our Saviour, more zeal for His cause, 
and more concern to win souls. Increase 
reverence, faith, truth, honor, and char- 
ity jn our land. Bless with Thy com- 
fort and help those who are afflicted 
and sad. Revive all Thy people. Purify 
and strengthen Thy Church, and may 
Thy Kingdom come on earth. Do these 
things and exceeding abundantly above 
all we can ask or think, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One Sunday last 
summer I visited a little church in a 
farming district for the Sunday school 
and preaching service. The church was 
out among the prairie wheat farms, miles 
away from the nearest little town, but 
it was well filled with farm families, 
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and the warm, earnest spirit of the meet- 
ing did me good. All ages were there 
from youngsters to grandparents, and it 
was clear that the Lord’s Day, the Bible, 
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and the Gospel meant much in that com- 
munity. 

The next day I met the woman in 
whose home that thriving country church 
had its start. In her eighties now, she 
told me of the pioneer days when, with 
her husband and children, they home- 
steaded in that district. Except for them- 
selves and one other family, no one 
seemed to have a thought for God. The 
one concern of everybody was to get 
settled and begin making some money. 
But the two Christian families started 
a Sunday school. Neighbors came, and a 
preaching service was started. Souls 
were won and then a church organized. 
The fine country congregation I had seen 
held the sons, daughters, and grandchil- 
dren of those pioneers, and they were 
there studying the Bible and worship- 
ing God because, forty years earlier, two 
Christian families started a little Sun- 
day school in a godless pioneer settle- 
ment. Those families, like the others, 
were there to develop homesteads into 
rich, profitable farms, but that was not 
their first business. First, they sought 
“the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness,” as Christ had commanded. Be- 
cause they made that their first concern, 
that district today is a God-fearing com- 
munity. If you want. your children and 
grandchildren to rise up and call you 
blessed, “seek ye first the kingdom of 


God, and his righteousness.” That. is 
life’s real business. 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
we 
The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


HE dictionary defines “beatitude” as 

the state of supreme blessedness or 
felicity. The word “blessed” occurs 217 
times: in the Old Testament. It is used 
in at least two senses. Noah, and others, 
blessed the Lord God (Gen. 9:26; 14:20; 
24:27) in the sense of the creature wor- 
shiping the Creator, the worship that 
man can—and should—render rightly 
alone to God, and which God alone can 
rightly receive. 

Jacob blessed Pharaoh (Gen, 47:10). 
Melchizedek blessed Abram (Gen. 14: 
19): These are examples of the fact 
stated in Hebrews 7:7 that the “less is 
blessed of the better.” Jacob, the patri- 

* arch, was morally greater than Pharaoh, 
the heathen monarch. Melchizedek, king 
of Salem and priest of the most high 
God, was morally greater than Abram, 

God is called “the blessed God” (1 
Tim. 1:11). Supreme felicity is His; and 
from Genesis 1:28, where God blessed 
man, to Malachi 3:12, where He assured 
Israel, “all nations shall call you blessed” 
~—it can be seen that His desire is man’s 
enjoyment of supreme felicity. Man for- 
feited that portion because of his sin. 

- Now it is.to be had only in Christ Jesus, 

swho satisfactorily settled. the sin ques- 
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tion on Calvary’s cross. . Believers in 
Him are now blessed “with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” 
(Eph. 1:3). 

Happiness is not the equivalent of 
blessedness. Happiness depends on for- 
tunate happenings or “getting the 
breaks,” as the world would say. Ac- 
cording to the press, seventy-seven mil- 
lionaries committed suicide in one year 
in the United States. Certainly they 
received “the breaks” financially, but 
supreme felicity was not their portion. 
A Scripturally “blessed” person’s cir- 
cumstances may be most trying, yet with 
the help of the Holy Spirit he can so 
live above his circumstances as to “re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory.” 

“And he opened his mouth, . . . say- 
ing, Blessed .. .” (Matt, 5:2, 3).—Know- 
ing man’s sinful condition and being per- 
fectly aware of the vile treatment He 
was to receive at the hands of His crea- 
tures, He would have been justified in 
issuing a ninefold curse, instead of a 
ninefold blessing! 

In the Sermon on the Mount, we have, 
as the title of this lesson points out, the 
standards or principles of the Kingdom. 
Nothing is said of the work of redemp- 










































“Every one that heareth these sayings of 
mine,snd doeth them not, shall be li 

unto a foolish man, which built his house 
upon the sand: and the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew,and beat 
upon that house ; and it fell” «mar. 7:26,27.) 
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tion in it. It supposes a people in rela- 
tion to the Father—a people ready to 
suffer for righteousness’ sake and for 
Christ’s sake. The Lord Jesus here re- 
veals the inner spirit of the Kingdom. 
And when the Kingdom shall be estab- 
lished in power hereafter, the world 
shall be governed according to these 
principles, . 

It is J. N. Darby who says: “This de- 
scription . , . is essentially the charac- 
ter of Christ Himself. It is thus that a 
heavenly spirit expresses itself on earth. 
If the Lord taught these things, it is 
because He loved them, because He was 
them and delighted in them. Being the 
God of Heaven, filled as man with the 
Spirit without measure, His heart was 
perfectly in unison with a Heaven that 
He perfectly knew.” 

The Beatitudes have an application to 
believers today — for we should certainly 
be manifesting Christlikeness in this 
world. Aman who had no use for Chris- 
tianity once asked a famous painter to 
paint a portrait of his wife, who was 
an ardent Christian. The husband was 
especially eager that the likeness should 
reproduce a certain expression which he 
sometimes caught on the face of his wife, 
but he was unable to describe it in 


and doeth them, Iwill liken him vnto a wise 
man, which built his house upon argck: and 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and best. upon that house; and 
it fell not: for it was founded vpona yuck”? 
(MAT. 7524,25.) 

James Emerson Russell 
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such a way that the painter could un- 
derstand what it was, 

The painter, therefore, sought by vari- 
ous means to bring out the best expres- 
sions of her face. He talked to her of 
travel, architecture, mountains, oceans, 
poetry, and music, and then submitted 
several sketches to the husband. None 
of them, it seemed, contained the de- 
sired expression. 

At last the painter talked to the 
woman of Christ and His love, and this 
called forth a new expression. When 
he handed the husband a sketch of this 
expression, he exclaimed with delight, 
“At last you have it!” (H. M. Wyrick.) 
Is there anything distinctive about us 
who name the name of the Lord? 


“Blessed are the peacemakers .. .” 
(v. 9). —Luther’s story is very appropos 
here: Two goats met upon a narrow 
bridge over deep water. They could 
not go back, they durst not fight. After 
a short parley, one of them lay down 
and let the other go over him, and thus 
no harm was done. The moral: Be 
content if thy person be trod upon for 
peace’s sake. Thy person, I say, not thy 
conscience ! 

“It fell not: for it was founded upon 
a rock” (Matt. 7:25).—It is the mani- 
festation of supreme wisdom to hear and 
act upon the words of the Lord Jesus. 
It is impossible to have a more superior 
foundation for one’s house of Christian 
confession than His living Word! 

Here in Yosemite National Park are 
to be seen three of the world’s largest 
monoliths — El Capitan, Half Dome, and 
Mt. Watkins. Standing on the summit of 
such a massive rock as El Capitan (three 
times the size of Gibraltar) and know- 
ing it has withstood the storms and 
quakes of centuries, there is a thrill in 
singing: “I’m on the Rock, Hallelujah !” 

It reminds us that in the Word of the 
Lord we have the impregnable rock of 
Holy Scripture, and the Lord Himself 
is the Rock of Ages! One Roék secures, 
while the other assures! (See Deut, 32: 
31; Psa, 40:2; Isa. 28:16; 26:4.) 

Wawona, CALIF, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, these “Blessed’s.” I 

clearly remember how, when I was 
very young, I had to-memorize “the 
Blessed’s.” They were not easy, be- 
cause I did not catch their meaning; 
‘ I just couldn’t understand what it was 
all about. Only the repetition of the 
word, “Blessed,” nine times, with a capi- 
tal B, served as a marker to separate 
the verses, and that was some help. But 
you know I felt awfully sorry for those 
people called “Blessed.” They were 


“poor in spirit”; they were mourners} 
they were meek and lowly; they were 
hungry and thirsty. What mattered it if 
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they had the “kingdom of heaven,” if 
they were “comforted,” if they inherited 
the earth, and were “filled”? ‘Just the 
same they: were “blessed,” and I won- 
dered why these should be such won- 
derful verses to memorize. It didn’t 
make sense. 

Of course, the trouble was with me. I 
was simply young and. ignorant. When 
I grew older and. began to have some 
sense and understanding, I learned that 
“blessed” is a great word — perhaps rep- 
resenting the most desirable of all con- 
ditions to be sought, and to be obtained 
at any cost.. My dictionary defines the 
word “blessed” as, “having or enjoying 
temporal or spiritual blessings or divine 
favor; happy; favored; fortunate.” 

Even better still isthe Greek original 
in which Matthew wrote the word when 
he recorded this most remarkable begin- 
ning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
The word is makarios, and it means 
“supremely blest.”. Now “supremely 
blest” is nothing short of that which 
God gives—and He never gives a cheap 
gift. On the contrary, He never gives 
anything but the very best—the very 
finest — the supreme gift. Fellows, think 
a minute: think of everything that ever 
gave you greatest pleasure; think of 
those things you -perhaps have longed 
for, but never got possession of, in which 
you have dreamed you would have great 
joy; roll them all up together, and they 
won’t compare to being supremely blest, 
the kind of-blessedness that God gives. 

Then what are the conditions’ that 
bring this wonderful blessing? Can you 
meet them? Of course you'can. If you 
have a third-grade intelligence you can 
understand them. If you are wise you 
will try for them.. What does “poor in 
spirit” mean? It is not being poor or rich 
in this world’s goods; it is something down 
inside of you which realizes your insuffi- 
ciency and your need of something to 
make you better than you are. You 
don’t want to be a “smart aleck,” any- 
way; that only gets you into trouble. 
But it is something like the spirit of 
John Bunyan, who, when seeing a poor 
drunken sot in the gutter, said, .“There 
lies John Bunyan, but for the grace 
of God.” My! how reasonable the 
“Blessed’s” are: “poor in spirit”? yours 
is the “kingdom of heaven”! And this 
first Blessed is very much like the other 
eight. 

Maybe you have not “mourned” yet; 
but you will. Sorrow sooner or later 
comes to us all. Nor is that all it means; 
shame and mortification, with repentance 
for the wrong you have done, shall be 
replaced by the joy of forgiveness when 
you confess. Meekness logically follows, 
and the meek “shall inherit the earth.” 
By the time you have experienced these, 
you will be hungry for right living; 
you'll be thirsty for the healing draughts 
of the “water of life,” your mouth will 
be wide open and God will fill it with 
the elixir of spiritual life and power. 
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You can’t help but sing His praise. You 
will be merciful, and you will receive 
the mercy of God’s grace; and you will 
cultivate purity of thought and life (see 
2 Cor. 10:5). 

In the legend, Sir Galahad’s heart was 
pure; it had to be pure, or else the 
brightness of the “holy grail” he sought 
would blind his eyes so that he would 
be unable to see it. The pure in heart 
“shall see God”! Wonderful! And so 
on down the line of the “Blessed’s,” and 
upward over the pathway of growth in 
the grace that brings true happiness. It 
is the only path a real Christian can 
take. Any other leads to tragic disap- 
pointment, 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for February 27 


The Illustration Round Table’ 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
ry: $1 is id for each 

illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be cli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
t the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

A Christian First—Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness 
(Matt. 6:33, Golden Text). When Millet, 
whose “Angelus” captivated the whole 
art-loving world, was about to depart 
from his home for Paris, where he was 
to become a pupil of Delarcche, his pious 
old grandmother said to him, “I would 
rather see you dead than unfaithful to 
God’s cammands.” And when he was 
just coming into his glory as one of the 
greatest painters of his day, this same 
woman, whose influence made itself felt 
in every picture he painted, reminded 
him, “Remember, Son, that you were a 
Christian before you were a painter.” 
A Christian first! This is the advice 
that every child of God must heed. 
Whether we are business people or pro- 
fessional people, whether in the family, 
the factory, or the field, we must be 
Christians first—From W. E. Biederwolf, 
in the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize 
illustration. 


When We See the Other Side.—Blessed 
are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted (Matt. 5:4). Dr. Handley 
Moule, Bishop of Durham, visited West 
Stanley immediately after a terrible col- 
liery explosion. He addressed the crowd 
at the pit’s mouth, among whom were 
relatives of the entombed miners. “It 
is very difficult,” he said, “for us to 
understand why God should let such an 
awful disaster happen, but we know 
Him and trust Him, and all will be 
right. I have at home an old bookmarker 
given me by my mother. It is worked 
in silk, and when I examine the wrong 
side of it, I see nothing but a tangle of 
threads. It looks like a big mistake. 
One would think that someone had done 
it who did not know what she was 
doing. But when I turn it over and look 
at the right side, I see there, beautifully 
embroidered, the letters, ‘God is love’! 
We are looking at all this today,” he 
continued, “from the wrong side. Some 
day we shall see it from another stand- 
point and we shall understand.”—From 
“The Meaning of Sorrow,” by Dr. Hand- 
ley Moule. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


It Depends on the Viewpoint.—Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled (Matt. 5:6). Dr. Graham Scroggie, 
the great Scottish preacher, tells the 
story of two wooden buckets and the 
conversation that ensued between them. 
The one bitterly complained about his 
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lot in life, and whined to the other that 
despite the many times he came up from 
the well filled he had to go down empty 
every time, The other bucket joyfully 
answered, “Every time I go down empty, 
I come up full.” If you know the Lord 
Jesus you draw joy out of the wells of 
salvation. When you see things from 
this viewpoint, you can make the com- 
mon, ordinary experiences of life radi- 
ate with the reflection of His glory.— 
From Erling C. Olsen. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


It Is the Heart That Matters.—Blessed 
are the pure in heart (Matt. 5:8). A 
striking line was found in a story by 
Margaret G. Sangster. The story told 
of a man who was looking at a girl, but 
the latter was unconscious of his pres- 
ence. Soon he said, softly, to another 
onlooker, “What a pretty soul she has!” 
Commenting on this, Miss Sangster made 
this observation: “Often we say to one 
another, ‘What a pretty frock !’ or, ‘What 
an adorable coat!’ or, ‘What an exquisite 
gown!’ But we seldom say, ‘What a 
pretty soul! What a charming heart!’” 
Yet the inner life is the thing of highest 
value. Said an old and wise writer, 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life.”—Selected. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


America’s Lack.—Therefore whosoever 
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them (Matt. 7:24). Of the people who 
heard Christ’s words of grace from His 
own lips, the great majority failed to 
accept and obey them. Sharply He chal- 
lenged them, “Why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which I 
say?” Recently Thomas E. Dewey wrote, 
“With enough of almost everything, what 
we have too little of is the personal prac- 
tice of an action-producing belief in Al- 
mighty God and in a knowledge of the 
availability, to us, of His guidance.” “Let 
us then be up and doing.” This is our 
only day. “The night cometh !”—Per- 
sonal. Sent by Arthur P. Vaughn, Fort 
Myers, Fla. 


It Stands the Test.—And the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell not: for it was founded upon 
a rock (Matt. 7:25). Dr. F. B. Meyer 
was once traveling to Chicago. He had 
a Bible on one knee, and a timetable on 
the other. Presently a mian entered the 
same coach. Noting the Bible he re- 
marked to the doctor, “I guess that old 
Book of yours is played out.” “What do 
you mean?” asked the doctor. “Well,” 
came the reply, “don’t you know that 
the Old Testament is made up of a lot 
of stories and traditions that are what 
you might call folklore, and that the 
New Testament endorses the whole?” 
“Look here,” replied the doctor, “when I 
left the depot this morning I bought this 
timetable. I don’t know who compiled 
it, nor the sources from~ which it was 
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derived; but I have been watching and 
testing it for the last four hours, and 
have discovered that the list of stopping 
places it gives tallies exactly with those 
which occur en route. I.am beginning to 
believe this timetable, and to feel that 
if it has proved true for the past I may 
trust it to get me to Chicago.” The man 
greatly wondered wHat that had to do 
with the question. Then the doctor ex- 
plained: “This old Book has been tested 
by unnumbered millions. I have tested 
it myself from childhood. Take its 
prophecies— they have been literally 
fulfilled. It’s the Timetable of the human 
pilgrimage.”—From Christian Digest. 
Sent by Wilson Graham, Seattle, Wash, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
STANDARDS FOR CHRIST’s FOLLOWERS 
SSIGNMENTS: Gladys, see how 
many times you can find the words, 
“your Father,” “thy Father,” or “our 
Father,” in Matthew 5, 6, and 7. Donna, 
be ready to give us the setting for the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:1). Mary, 
find two things Christ says Christians 
are like, and see if you’ can understand 
in what way. Verna; please draw us 
four sketches, a good house on a good 
foundation, a good house with no foun- 
dation, a poor house on a good founda- 
tion, and a poor house with no founda- 
tion. 

Someone has called the Sermon on 
the Mount the constitution of the King- 
dom of God, and the Beatitudes the pre- 
amble of this constitution. The Sermon 
on the Mount is found in Matthew 5, 
6, and 7. It is perhaps the most talked 
about and least practiced part of the 
Bible. Frequently I hear people say, 
“My religion is found in the Sermon on 
the Mount. I don’t pay much attention 
to the rest of the Bible because I be- 
lieve that if & man lives’ according ‘to 
the Sermon on the Mount, he will come 
out all right.” That may sound all right 
but there are two great fallacies in it. 
First, the Sermon on the Mount was not 
addressed to unsaved: -people. Gladys 
will tell us how many times she found 
references to God as the Father of those 
addressed. At least fourteen times in 
this great sermon the Lord Jesus makes 
it clear that it'is for those who have 
been brought into. relationship with God 
by. the new birth. In the-first verge we 
find where the Lord. Jesus was when He 
said these words and to whom He said 
them. Donna will tell us about that. 
These chapters contain teachings Jesus 
gave to His disciples: ‘They were not 
given to the multitude of whom we read 
in Matthew 4:25. Now Mary. will give 
us her report. (Salt which is a preserva- 
tive. Light which dispels darkness.) 

I said there were two great fallacies 
in the idea that living according to the 
Sermon ‘on the Mount will bring salva- 
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tion. The first is that it was addressed 
to the children of God rather than to 
the unsaved. The second is that it is 
absolutely impossible to live according 
to the Sermon on the Mount apart from 
the power of God. No one was ever 
able to keep the Law of Moses per- 
fectly excepting the holy Son of God. 
And the Sermon .on the Mount sets 
higher standards than the Law. Let us 
look at some of them, 

The Law said, “Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” 
But the Sermon on the Mount says it 
is wrong even to say “Heavens,” or 
“Land,” or “Jerusalem” (Matt, 5:34, 35). 

The Law said, “Thou shalt not kill.” 
The followers of Christ are not just to 
refrain from killing those with whom 
they have trouble, they are to make 
peace with them (vs. 23, 24). 

The Law said, “Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery.” The standard here is 
not to allow one sinful thought (v. 28). 

The Law said, “Thou shalt not steal.” 
The Christian is not just to refrain from 
stealing from others, he is to give what 
he owns to those who need it (v. 42). 

The Law said, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour,” but Christians must also 
love their enemies. It is possible for 
a person to make up his mind not to 
try to get even with his enemies, but 
no matter how earnestly he tries to love 
them he cannot in his own strength. I 
know because I have tried. It is pos- 
sible to control one’s actions by sheer 
force of will, but it is not possible so to 
control one’s heart. But the Lord is able 
to fill a Christian’s heart with love for 
his enemies. 

During the Revolutionary War there 
was living in Pennsylvania a faithful 
preacher of the Gospel named Peter 
Miller. Near him lived a man who made 
him as much trouble as possible. That 
man was found guilty of treason and 
sentenced to be killed. When Peter Mil- 
ler heard that the man had been con- 
demned, he set out on foot to find Gen- 

‘eral Washington to beg that the life of 
this man might be spared. George 
Washington told him that he was sorry 
he could not grant him the life of his 
friend. “My friend, he is not my friend,” 
said Peter Miller, “I have not a worse 
enemy living than that man.” 

“What,” said George Washington, “you 
have walked sixty miles to try to save 
the life of your enemy? 
the pardon.” 

The pardon was made out, and Peter 
Miller walked on fifteen miles to where 
the execution was to take place. He 
arrived just as the man was being taken 
to the scaffold. When the traitor saw 

ra him in the crowd, he said, “There is old 
Peter Miller, he has come all the way 
from Ephrata for the pleasure of seeing 

“me hanged.” 

Miller stepped forward and produced 
the pardon, and the life of his worst 
enemy was spared. (From “One Thou- 


I will grant ~ 
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sand Tales Worth Telling,” by Hy Pick- 
ering.) There was a man who proved 
by his actions that he really loved his 
enemy. : 

It would be well if those who pin their 
faith to living according to the Sermon 
on the Mount would test themselves 
by it. ; 

I taught in the same building with a 
schoolteacher who expected to get to 
Heaven by following the Sermon on the 
Mount. But in all the time I worked 
with her I never saw her. do anything 
that reminded me of the Sermon on the 
Mount in the slightest degree. She was 
moral and comparatively honest, but she 
was always eager to see that no one got 
ahead of her in any way. She wanted 
the nicest room, the lightest duties, and 
so forth. She did not seem to realize 
that the Sermon on the Mount teaches 
absolute unselfishness. Matthew 5:39- 
42 is the direct opposite of seeking the 
best for oneself. 

The Sermon on the Mount teaches 
most emphatically “God first.” This 
teacher interpreted that as meaning, sim- 
ply, that one should go to church on 
the first day of the week. She did not 
see at all that God and His service are 
to come ahead of everything else. 

I am not telling this to be critical, but 
only because I believe the attitude of 
this teacher is typical of that of many 
others. All who read it recognize that 
the Sermon on the Mount contains rules 
for living a wonderful li*e, but all who 
read thoughtfully will also see that they 
come very far short of attaining that 
standard. 

The story with which the Lord Jesus 
ended this wonderful sermon must not 
be overlooked. All of us are building 
some sort of character. Are we build- 
ing on the foundation? What is the qual- 
ity of our building? Verna will show 
us her four sketches. Every one of you 
here is represented by one of the four. 
If you are building on your own good 
works you are building on the sand. 
When the judgment of God descends you 
will realize that you have come short 
of God’s standard. 

There is only one foundation on which 
to build, and that is called a rock in this 
parable. First Corinthians 3:11 states 
clearly who this is. Are you all on the 
Rock this morning? Make sure you are, 
for if you are not, no matter how hard 
you try to live as you should, your house 
will fall. 

But if you are on that rock foundation, 
Christ Jesus, what then? Are you seek- 
ing by His grace to adopt the standards 
of His Kingdom, or are you living much 
as you would have if you had never been 
saved? Oh, that our lives might be so 
influenced by the precious Word of God, 
that all who know us would want to 
know our secret, and come to Him! 

Let us pray that the standards for 
Christ’s followers may really be ours, 
and that by His Holy Spirit we may live 
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the new life in Him, which is God’s plan 
for every believer. 
FERNDALE, WasH, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus at Work (Matt. 5:1, 2a, 43-47) 


E HAVE had three Memory Verses 
lately that tell about the Lord 
Jesus. One tells about His temptation 
experiences. Who can say it? (Heb. 
4:14, 15.) Another tells what He said 
to the ones He wanted as His helpers; 
it is verysshort (Mark 2:14). The third 
tells what He did because God was with 
Him (Acts 10:38). Today’s verse again 
begins with “Jesus,” and tells some more 
about the good. He did. “Jesus went 
about ... teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom” (Matt, 4:23). (If you have a pic- 
ture of the Lord in a synagogue, and 
one of Him speaking to a crowd on the 
mountainside, use them as you drill on 
the two phrases of the Memory Verse.) 
Three weeks ago we saw Him teach- 
ing in the synagogue in His own home 
town. Today we see Him preaching on 
a mountainside. Crowds of people were 
flocking out into the country to hear 
and be near Him. Seeing them coming, 
He sat down on the mountain slope, 
called the Twelve about Him, and 
preached. Can you name the Twelve? 
This is part of His sermon that day 
(read to the class Matthew 5: 43-47). 

I think if He were in our Sunday 
school today and teaching this class, He 
would be saying: You know most boys 
and girls are nice to their friends and 
mean to the ones who tease them. But 
I tell you to be nice to the ones who tease 
you. Say kind thing to those who say 
unkind things to you. Be good to those 
who do not like you. Pray for the ones 
who make fun of you and bother you be- 
cause you are a Christian. In that way 
they will know you are God’s children. 
He Iets the sun shine and sends the rain 
for both good people and bad people. 
If you love only your friends, you are 
no better than the meanest children. 
Don’t they love their own pals? If you 
speak only to those in your “gang,” are 
you any better than the “meanies’”? Don’t 
they do that? So you be perfectly good 
to everyone, just as your Heavenly 
Father is, ; 

I guess that is some job for you boys 
and girls! It was some job for the 
Twelve that day when He talked to them 
on the mountainside. Did the. Lord do 
it Himself? Remember when He healed 
the ear of one of the men who came 
to take Him prisoner? Did He slap back 
when the soldiers beat Him and spit on 
Him? Remember when He prayed God 
to forgive those who were crucifying 
Him? 

Is He saying to you, “Follow me”? 
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Then what are you going to do when 
cross words are said to you this week, 
when one of the boys pulls a mean trick 
om you, when someone calls you a sissy? 
Sitting here in Sunday school, it is easy 
to say what you will do. But when it 
really happens at school or play — what 
then? Will you be doing the mean thing, 
too, just like everybody else? First we 
must-ask the Holy Spirit to help us re- 
member and do the good things— you 
know the Holy: Spirit is the Lord Jesus 
living in you. “He shall .. . bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have-said unto you” (John 14:26). 

Now I think one good way to have 
what .the Lord has said handy so the 
Spirit can bring it to our remembrance, 
is to take a small Testament or Gospel 
of Matthew 1 to school with these words 
of the Lord Jesus clearly marked. If 
anyone makes fun of you for taking a 
Bible to school, you can begin to prac- 
tice.on him— pray for him that he will 
come .to. love the Lord and His Book 
as you do. Maybe you can invite him 
kindly to Sunday school to learn about 
that wonderful Book. Anyway, pray and 
pray and pray, and you may be surprised 
what will happen some day!’ Can you 
think of a better way to follow the Lord 
than that? 


Orono, MAINE. 





1May be ordered from the Scripture Gift 
Mission, Phila. 7; Gospels for as low as 5 
cents each, and Testaments for as low as 20 
cents. 
ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS lesson is taken from the very 
well-known Sermon on the Mount, 
which many people who are not Chris- 
tians claim as their plan of life. But 
they fail to live up to it, as do all the 
rest of us. We say this sermon gives 
us. the standards of the Kingdom. You 
do not know what a standard is, do you? 
Do you know what a yardstick is? 
We call that a standard of measure of 
length. We. weigh something and say 
it:weighs a pound. That is a standard 
of weight. A standard is a set rule by 
which we measure, and things must 
come up to that measure. For example, 
we go to the store and buy a yard of 
ribbon. It must measure just as long 
as the yardstick. 
“Some of the rules in this sermon are 
pretty stiff. How about this? “Whoso- 
ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.” “And if 
any man will sue thee at the law, and 
take away thy coat, let him have thy 
Cloke also.” “Whosoever shall compel 


thee to go a mile, go with him twain 
[two].” “Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not thou away.” 

And here is the hardest one yet. “Love 
‘Your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and 


THE SUNDAY’ SCHOOL TIMES 


pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you.” 

I know you break all these command- 
ments, and so do most of the Christian 
people. We may be able to stand a blow 
from somebody, but we take care to keep 
out of his way the.next time. We might 
be fairly Christian about losing our coat, 
but we would never. offer our cloak also, 
We might go quite pleasantly with some- 
body for a mile that we didn’t want to 
go, but we seldom go the second mile. 
And do you know why? . 

The whole trouble is with that last 
command — we do not love — oh, we love 
our friends, but we do not love anybody 
else, certainly not our enemies. 

You say you cannot, and you have 
much company among the grownups. 
And you cannot, except as you let the 
Holy Spirit come in and take possession 
of your heart and life, and love these 
people through you. You cannot do it 
yourself, I know, for I have tried it, and 
it doesn’t work. But Christ living in 
you can love everybody. 

I'll tell you something queer, too. 
When you really begin to love that child 
you have been hating, and you begin to 
show your love, the first thing you know, 
that child isn’t an enemy at all, he’s 
a friend! You thought he was an enemy, 
and he thought you were, and love set- 
tled the whole thing, and now you are 
friends. You try it. Pick out the child 
you dislike the most, and ask God to 
make you love him, and see what hap- 
pens; it will make you feel so very 
happy. 

This sermon was very strange to the 
people to whom Jesus was speaking, and 
it is still strange to people, but the child 
of God knows that God can do these 
things in his heart and life if he will 
let Him. 

If people, God’s people, would start 








° ’ . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 134) 

1. The manifesto of the Kingdom. 

2. It presents the lofty standards of be- 
havior for those who know the power of 
the Gospel: not the way of life, but the way 
of living for those who have life. 

3. The “poor in spirit” are they who real- 
ize their utter dependence on God; the 
“poor-spirited” are those who are content 
with low levels. 

4. First of all, mourning for sin; after that,. 
all sorrow. 

5. Meekness was considered craven in the 
Roman world, and still is. 

6. Our Lord, “meek and lowly in heart,” 
who is promised “the uttermost parts of the 
earth” for His possession. 

: 9. Purity of heart, not brilliance of mind 
(v. 8). 

8. It elevates us to the high society of the 
prophets (vs. 11, 12). 

9. Either it is true, and He is the God- 
man; or it is false, and He is a raving fool. 
We have no doubt of the correct conclusion ! 

10. Fire (1 Cor. 3:13). 


Wuearton, IL, 
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living by the Sermon on the Mount, as 
so many claim they do, it would change 
many things. There would be no more 
quarreling among Christians. There 
would be no more saying mean things 
about another child. There would be no 
more selfishness. Just think of it! No 
more saying, “That’s mine} You can’t 
play with it!’ No more self-seeking, 
wanting to be “it” all the time. No 
more refusing to do a favor for another, 
going the “second mile.” No more stingi- 
ness, no more gossip. Life would be a 
dull waste for some people, wouldn’t it? 
And the shame of it is that I am talk- 
ing about Christians, and the children of 
Christian families. 

Don’t you think it might be a good 
idea for us to quit insisting that we are 
not under Law, and adopt some of these 
laws as our standards? 


Feiton, CALIF, 
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Children at Home 


Bobby Wildgoose 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


“ OW, Gramma, please tell Davie 
and me a story.” 

Grandma looked over her glasses at 
Herbie, then glanced with much amuse- 
ment at wee Davie still in his buggy. 
Evidently Herbie was speaking for him- 
self, but thought that if Baby were in- 
cluded the request would more likely be 
granted, ; 

“All right, dear, I'll. tell you about 
Bobby Wildgoose,” said Grandma. 

“That’s a funny name,” grinned Herbie, - 
showing where his two teeth had come 
out, 

“Oh, Bobby Wildgoose wasn’t his real 
name at all. He was just called that 
because people thought he had started 
on a wild-goose chase.” " 

“What's a wild-goose chase?” Herbie 
wanted things made clear as Grandma 
went along. 

“I guess it means he started something 
which no one else had thought of do- 
ing.” 

“And what did he start?” 

“Well, I'll begin at the beginning. It 
was in London where Bobby Wildgoosé 
lived, and not far from his home lived 
a poor old cobbler who was so ignorant 
he could hardly read at all. He could 
spell out only the easiest words in the 
Bible. But every Sunday morning this 
cobbler would gather into his shop the 
dirty, barefooted children of the ‘neigh- 
borhood and teach them about God who 
loved them and Jesus who died to save 
them. 

“One Sunday Mr. Bobby Wildgoose 
took a walk. He passed right by the 
old cobbler’s shop and saw what the 
man was trying to do. Something 
touched the heart of Mr. Bobby, and he 


‘ said to himself, ‘I can do that—I can 
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be God’s hand to reach these poor chil- 
dren.’ 


“So Mr, Bobby took a longer walk. 
He went into a part of the city where 
the st-eets were full of dirty, ragged, 
quarreling children. These youngsters 
had no school to go to. On weekdays 
they worked for a few pennies in some 
factory, then on Sunday they had noth- 
ing to do but fight and gamble all day 
long. 

“Mr. Bobby had some friends who 
lived in this part of the city. When his 
mind was made up, he went to see these 
people. Somehow he persuaded them to 
open their home on Sundays and let 
him gather in the children. 

“They came, all right — wild and dirty 
as little savages. But little by little, they 
learned to wash face and hands, and 
later, their hearts, too. Of course, there 
were no quarterlies or story papers in 
those days, but none of the children 
could read anyway. So Mr. Bobby taught 
them first to read, and along with that 
he told them Bible stories and had them 
learn Pikle verses. 

“Tte also took them to church, though 
at first they behaved so badly that the 
preacher had to turn them ‘out. Next 
time, Mr. Bobby sat right among his 
hoodlums, and gradually they learned to 
sit quietly and listen. 

“After a while this good man wrote 
about his work in a weekly paper. The 
idea became popular and ministers 
everywrcre were soon gathering in poor 
little children and teaching them about 
the Lord Jesus. 

“So you see what it was that Bobby 
Wildgoose did. It wasn’t a wild-goose 
chase at all, but a—what was it?” 

“A Sunday school!” shouted Herbie 
with another toothless grin. 

“Thet’s right; it was the first Sunday 
school,” said Grandma. “And would you 
like to know this man’s real name? It 
was Rebert Raikes. And Mr. John Wes- 
ley, w!.o started the Methodist Church, 
declared that Robert Raikes had done a 
wonderful thing. He ordered all his 
ehurches to start Sunday schools, too. 
Others copied the idea, so now we have 
Sunday schools all around the world 
for children who are red, yellow, brown, 
and black, as well as white.” 

“I'm going to the black ones some 
day,” reminded Herbie, nodding his 
stubby head. 

“I know you are,” agreed Grandma. 
“And what will you do there for the 
little black children?” 

“T’ll be like Bobby Wildgoose and start 
a Sunday school,” promised Herbie. 


Forestvitte, N. Y. 
we 


God has been thinking of you and of me 
all down through the by-past eternity; 
and, so many and so grand are His 
thoughts that it will take the whole of 
eternity to afford time to work them out. . 
—Choice Gleanings Calendar, 
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Who Are “Men of Good Will”? 
(Continued from second page) 


Himself, ‘in whom God is well pleased.’ 
Bengel notices that they say not ‘glory 
to God in heaven,’— but using a rare 
expression—‘in the highest’ heavens, 
whither angels aspire not (Heb, 1:3, 4). 
{The reading, ‘to men of good will’ is 
introduced into the text by Tischendorf 
and Tregelles, after Lachmann — on the 
authority of the Alexandrian and Beza 
MSS. (A and D); but chiefly on the 
strength of the Latin versions, and from 
the difficulty of accounting for so un- 
common a read:ng occurring at all if not 
genuine. In this case the sense will still 
be agreeable to Scripture doctrine — ‘to 
men of (His, that is, God’s) good will,’ 
or the objects of the Divine compla- 
cency; not as the Romish Church, after 
the Vulgate, take it to mean, ‘to men of 
good disposition.’ But the great pre- 
ponderance of mss. and versions is in 
favour of the received reading; nor will 
the objections to it, as spoiling the 
rhythm, appear of the least force in the 
view we have given of it above, but just 
the reverse.. DeWette, Meyer, Alford, 
and van Osterzee, are decidedly in 
favour of the received reading.] 


" 
“The Bible Books in Song” 


ANY readers will remember the 
musical settings for the names of the 
books of the Bible, by Naomi A, Hotch- 
kiss, which were published in the Times 
from October 5, 1946, to January 31, 1948. 
These have now been printed in a six- 
teen-page booklet. 

There are twelve choruses. One is 
introductory for the books of the Old 
Testament, another for the books of the 
New Testament, and the remainder in- 
clude the names of the books under the 
well-known divisions, such as. “Books of 
the Law,” “Major Prophets,” and “The 
Gospels.” 

Mrs. Hotchkiss’s booklet, “The Bible 
Books in Song,” may be had at 10 cents 
each or $1 a dozen from the Standard 
Publishing Company, 20 East Central 
Parkway, Cincinnati 10, 


we 
A Travel Service for Christians 


HE Universal Travel Service, Inc., 

has recently been organized to assist 
missionaries, mission board officials, 
evangelists, and Christian laymen in 
making travel arrangements. The mem- 
bers of the staff are born-again Chris- 
tians. The general manager is Mr. A. §S, 
Bowker, who has had twenty years’ ex- 
perience in the travel field. During this 
time he was associated with the Ameri- 
can President Lines, the Dollar Steam- 
ship Lines, American Mail Lines, the 
Pacific Steamship Company, and the 
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Alaska Steamship Company. Mr. Bow- 
ker is an outstanding Christian layman 
in the Chicago area, an active member 
of the National Association of Evangel- 
icals, and the Gideons. 

The Universal Travel Service will han- 
dle the travel arrangements of the Na- 
tiona] Association of Evangelicals, the 
Evangelical Foreign Mission Association, 
and other Christian groups. Their serv- 
ices include tours by air, bus, rail, and 
ocean cruises; independent itineraries, 
hotel reservations, convention arrange- 
ments, travel insurance, and the like. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Universal Travel Service, Inc., 
100 W. Monroe St., Chicago 3. 


Old Copies of the Times for 
the “Desert Pulpit” 


INISTERING to the migrant camps 
in Arizona, the Rev, O. L. Smith 
conducts what he calls the “Desert Pul- 
pit.” He is also the Arizona distributor 
for the American Bible Society. He 
holds services in migrant camps, prisons, 
jails, Indian villages, and lumber camps, 
and gives out Christian literature among 
them. 

In a recent letter he writes that in 
a five-mile radius near Friendly Cor- 
ners, Ariz., the cotton pickers and their 
families number five thousand, includ- 
ing Indians and Mexicans. “We are try- 
ing to get the Gospel by word and 
printed word to these people.” Mr. 
Smith will be glad to receive used copies 
of the Trmes and other Christian litera- 
ture, in good condition. Packages should 
be addressed to the Rev. O. L. Smith, 
P. O. Box 1388, Tucson, Ariz, 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 27 


3. Let Brotherhood Prevail 
(2 Pet. 1:5-8; Rom. 12:9-21) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


NY consideration by Christian young 

people of the topic assigned for this 
week should begin with a clear under- 
standing of what the Word of God has 
to say concerning brotherhood. It is 
easy enough to say, “Let Erotherhood 
Prevail!” but before we can do so, we 
must know what kind of brotherhood 
the speaker has in mind, for ttc Chris- 
tian’s response to this challenge must 
be guided by the type of brotherhood 
involved. 

bd 


The Bible recognizes three distinctly 
different kinds of brotherhood. The 
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Lesson for February 27 


first is a physical, or family, brother- 
hood, as seen in Cain and Abel, Joseph 
and his brethers, in Jacob and Esau, and 
the like, demanding at least one iden- 
tical parent, and in most cases two iden- 
tical parents. Obviously, “Let Brother- 
hood Prevail!” cannot refer to this kind 
of brotherhood. 
se 


A second kind of brotherhood recog- 
nized in the Word of God is a social or 
racial brotherhood. It was this sort of 
brotherhood that was referred to by the 
Apostle Paul in his sermon on Mars’ 
Hill when he said, “God .. . hath made 
of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habi- 
tation” (Acts 17:24, 26). This social, or 
racial brotherhood acknowledges. that 
all human beings on this earth have de- 
scended from a common father and 
mother, Adam and Eve, who in turn, 
were created by God. Thus all men and 
women on the earth today, regardless of 
race, or color, or creed, are social 
brothers, and God is Creator of all. It 


was to this brotherhood that the Lord 


Jesus pointed in His parable of the 
Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37), and it is this 
relationship that is evidently in view 
by the topic assigned for this week. 


se 


But right-here it is important to under- 
stand that there are some today who, 
in their zeal to emphasize this_ social 
brotherhood of man, carry it to an ex- 
treme not found in the Scriptures. They 
hold that men should find some common 
denominator in spiritual experience, each 
surrendering some cherished fundamen- 
tals of faith in order to worship God — 
some god, any god——together. And add 
to this a conception of God as the uni- 
versal spiritual Father of all men. This 
is contrary to the plain teaching of God’s 
Word. God is not the spiritual father 
of all, for the Lord Jesus said to some 
of the Pharisees, “Ye are of your father 
the devil” (Luke 8:44). 


Bd 


This brings us to the third kind of 
brotherhood recognized in God’s Word. 
It is a spiritual brotherhood, the basis 
for which is laid down in John 1:12, 13, 
Here we find that only those who re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus, and are thus “born 
again,” are members of that peculiar 
family of which God is the Father. Mem- 
bership in that family comes not through 
physical birth, nor by blood relationships, 
hor through any decree of man, but 
wholly through the grace of God, which 
extend the right of sonship to all who 
accept His Son as their Saviour. It is 


this. brotherhood that is referred to in 
the two Scripture portions assigried for 
our consideration this week, and there- 
fore; they cannot be applied to the social 
or racial brotherhood in view in the 
topic. 
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Each of these three kinds of brother- 
hood carries with it its own peculiar 
obligations. While the true Christian 
will be even more careful than unbe- 
lievers to discharge faithfully his obli- 
gation to his blood and racial brothers, 
he will understand that he has certain 
responsibilities toward his fellow Chris- 
tians that do not apply to those who 
are unbelievers. It will be seen there- 
fore that each kind of brotherhood has 
its own sphere of operation.- The fact 
that two men are physical brothers does 
not guarantee brotherly conduct. It did 
not do so in the case of Cain and Abel 
and Joseph and his brethren. Neither 
did the fact that the Lord Jesus, in so 
far as His human nature was concerned, 
was a Jew prevent His “brethren” of the 
same race from putting Him to death. 


There are some today who can become 
very much worked up over some out- 
ward demonstration of “brotherhood,” 
and yet will have nothing to do with 
any effort to bring men and women into 
that spiritual brotherhood that comes 
only .through acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Christian recognizes 
a true responsibility to treat his social 
and racial brethren with consideration, 
with kindness, and with unselfishness 
that far transcends the outward expres- 
sions of brotherhood so often vaunted 
today. But he also sees clearly that he 
has no call to endeavor to break down 
or level those racial divisions or 
“bounds” that God .has established, by 
intermarrying with other races or ac- 
cepting into his family circle those of 


other races. And he understands that” 


he cannot accept as spiritual “brothers” 
‘those who reject or deny God’s Son, 
through whom alone spiritual brother- 
hood is possible. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
wy 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





His Side ‘versus Our Side. Galatians, 
God’s Great Antithesis. By Norman B., 
Harrison, D.D. (Van Kampen Press, Chi- 
cago 5; paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1.25.) Dr. 
Harrison has demonstrated his ability 
through the years by writing a very fine 
devotional series on the sufficiencies and 
superlatives of the Lord Jesus Christ — 
the “His” series. This book is one of 
that series. In the great message of the 
Apostle Paul written to the Galatians 
to expose the enemies of Christ and to 
expound the fullness of Christ’s Gospel, 
Dr. Harrison has discovered a remark- 
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able series of antitheses, which show in 
a very practical wey the contrasts be- 
tween the saved and the lost; the born- 
again “in Christ,” and those “cut of 
Christ,” still “dead in sin.” 

A very simple but effective diagram 
shows how the cross of Christ separates 
between those “in Adam” and those “in 
Christ”; between law and grace; works 
and faith; servants and sons; bondage 
and freedom; flesh and spirit; and the 
like. There are eighteen chapters, and 
every one of the one hundred and 
twenty pages is full of rich exposi- 
tion and helpful suggestion. This sen- 
tence is characteristic of the message 
here set forth: “Running all the way 
through Holy Writ is an urgent under- 
lying principle — that of separation. So 
long as God allows evil in the world 
He must adhere to this principle of 
separation from it.” A timely warning 
in days of apostate compromise. 


Resurgence of the Gospel. By T. A. 
Kantonen, (Muhlenburg Press, Philadel- 
phia 7; $3.) A Lutheran professor detecis 
a revitalization of theology on the con- 
temporary scene—not a liberal theol- 
ogy, whose “dream of a kingdom of 
God” has been “rudely shattered” (p. 
4); not the theology of Fundamentalists, 
which is “seriously curtailed by their 
violent bibliolatry . .. and by their 
strong antiscientific bias” (p. 3); but in 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Re- 
formed circles he finds that there has 
been a “rediscovery of its [theology’s] 
own rich resources and its consequent 
refusal to be any longer a mere para- 
site on the natural and social sciences” 
(p. 7). The resources are traditional 
Lutheran theology as reinterpreted by a 
modern existentialist, 

In the writer’s hands, Luther becomes 
an existentialist along with Barth, Brun- 
ner, and others. “Luther will fot fit 
into a fundamentalist straightjacket” (p. 
119). And an existential moment ‘re- 
places the Scriptures as normative: “. . . 
the disciples went forth, not with folls 
of papyri under their arms, but with 
the Spirit in their hearts and the liv- 
ing Gospel on their lips” (p. 107). 

Most interesting to Tmwes readers will 
be Kantonen’s analysis of Fundamental- 
ism. It is “incompatible with the Bible's 
own method of self-authentification” (p. 
134). It is “incompatible with the 
method of divine revelation in general” 
(p. 135); "by this he means th&t God al- 
ways mixes the human and divine, and 
so there must be error in. the. Bible. 
Finally; “Fundamentalism must yield to 
the living Word because it is incompatible 
with the mission of the Holy Spirit to 
teach us new truth” (p, 137). The Bible 
has “reference to.a.dead past”. (p, 137). 
Notwithstanding, “the present writer 
feels genuine regret in not being able 
to go all the way with them without com- 
promising his intelligence and his con- 
science” (p, 131). 

The author writes from a wide back- 
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ground of scholarship, and seems im- 
bued with a reverence for the things he 
believes; yet it must be said that his 
views, however sincerely held, have in 
themselves the seeds of their ultimate de- 
struction, Rejecting a Roman pope and 
a “paper pope,” he sets up human ex- 
perience as normative. If the individ- 
ual’s experience is the measure of the 
truth upon which a man’s soul depends, 
how shaky, how changing and change- 
able is that foundation! 


The Case of the Nazarene Reopened. 
By Hyman E, Gouldin. (The Exposition 
Press, New York 7; $5.) The author is 
said to be both a rabbi and a lawyer, 
the former probably more than the lat- 
ter. His book is in the form of a court 
trial conducted by a feeble-minded at- 
torney, named Pablo Christiani, and as 
able a Jewish lawyer as the author could 
create, named Ben Yehudah. Supplying 
both the cross-questions and the an- 
swers of four moronic witnesses, named 
significantly Saints Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, Ben Yehudah has them 
confess, with an eagerness that suggests 
an indicted Russian, that their records 
of Christ’s life, trial, and death are dis- 
crepant, false, and absurd. Along with 
a great mass of Talmudic and rabbinical 
lore, the book is filled with such matter 
as we find on page 571, where the 
learned counselor Ben Yehudah contends 
that, by the account of Peter’s denial 
of Christ, “the Nazarene himself is de- 
based and vilified. The third witness, 
St. Luke (22:6), asks us to believe that 
Jesus himself stood in the same room 
with Peter [a courtroom in which Christ 
was a bound prisoner] and did nothing 


to prevent his cursing and swearing.” 


This is a mild sample of the method used 
to bring contempt on the “testimony of 
the Evangelists,” which the great author- 
ity Simon Greenleaf declares can be 
rejected only at the cost of embracing 
“manifest absurdities.” Yet, on the rec- 
ord, not as it stands, but as it is here 
manufactured, Mr. Gouldin in his preface 
demands “in the name of justice that 
you [Christians] begin to right the 
deadly wrong committed against the 
Jews by revising those chapters in the 
four Gospels that tell of the trial of 
Jesus by deleting from the New Testa- 
ment text all accusations against the 
Jews,” and that the Jewish people be 
forever exonerated of a crime they never 
committed. Since no real Christian con- 
demns any present-day Jew for the sins 
of his forefathers, and desires only to 
share with him the benefits of Christ’s 
atonement, any effect this writing may 
have is likely to be the reverse of what 
the author desired. How many useful 
saplings had to be turned into pulp to 
supply the pages of this book! 


The Missionary and Primitive Man. 
By Gordon Hedderly Smith. (Van 
Kampen Press, Chicago 5; $2.50.) The 
author is a Christian missionary whq has 
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specialized in a study of anthropology. 
He is a member of both the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society and the Royal Anthro- 
pological Institute. He knows his sub- 
ject and has written a useful introduction 
to the study of the mental character- 
istics and the religions of primitive, or 
preliterate man: The bodk has been 
produced with the missionary in mind, 
but the pastor at home will benefit as 
well from a knowledge of its contents. 
He will be surprised to discover that 
some of the religious practices of 
heathen tribes are first cousins to the 
superstitions of some of the members of 
his flock. It is a well-documented vol- 
ume, and the material, quoted from sci- 
entists who themselves believe in the 
evolutionary theory,-cuts directly across 
the grain of that grand “guess.” 

In discussing the psychological quali- 
ties of primitives, Mr. Smith shows con- 
clusively that the uncivilized man is 
basically no different as to mental en- 
dowments, processes, and reactions than 
the civilized man. This fact, of course, 
robs the evolutionist of much of his 
argument. The popular conception of 
the primitive is shown to be quite in 
error, 

Part two of the book presents a study 
of such primitive religions as animism, 
fetishism, and totenism. The meanings 
of magic, tabu, and divination, and the 
difference between worship and cult are 
carefully presented. Again, the evolu- 
tionist is shown to have no real ground 
for his theory, for it is seen that the 
monotheistic tendencies prevail in prim- 
itive religion and that an awareness of 
the supernatural finds its source, not in 
organic evolution, but in a revelation 
from God. Furthermore, “there has 
never been discovered a group of hu- 
man beings without religion.” The chap- 
er, “The Origin of Religion,” presents 
a good and brief summary of the subject. 

The missionary will find this book to 
be of great value as an aid to forming 
right attitudes toward the heathen 
through a proper understanding of 
heathen culture. This will make for a 
more sympathetic approach and thus 
a more Christlike and fruitful service. 


Understanding the Scriptures. By M. 
J. Shroyer. (Thomas Nelson & Sons, New 
York 17; 50 cents, paper.) This is “a 
study manual” to be used with the “Re- 
vised Standard Version of the New Tes- 
tament.” Its purpose is to promote “the 
wider adoption of the Revised Standard 
Version as the basis text for all church 
school study,” in other words, to displace 
the King James Version, not only “in 
teacher training classes, summer §insti- 
tutes, city schools of religion,” but in 
all Sunday schools and vacation Bible 
schools. 

The Revised. Standard Version is de- 
scribed as a “new official version” of 
Scripture, yet this study manual latnents 
that only a small fraction of Biblé ‘read- 
ers are using it. “Much inertia and dis- 
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trust of anything new remain to be over- 
come, ...A vast program of education 
will be necessary before these people 
realize that the Word of God belongs 
in the idiom of the twentieth century.” 
The version is sponsored by the mod- 
ernist International Council of Religious 
Education, the twin of the Federal Coun- 
cil, hence probably its “official” status. 

“Understanding the Scriptures” is 
made up of what its writer thinks are 
improved renderings of various passages. 
Generally these changes are unimpor- 
tant. Those of real value could well be 
put in the margin of a King James Ver- 


sion, if needed. The following are typi- . 


cal: 

“Put off thy shoes from off thy feet” 
is better expressed, “Take off your 
shoes.” 

“Is hewn down” is not accurate. A 
woodman cuts down a tree, but hews 
logs. 

The word “begat” is supposed to have 
discouraged more Bible reading than any 
other. Its repetition becomes tiresome, 
and synonyms are needed for the rest 
of the generations. (At least thirty 
synonyms !) 

“Lose heart” is better than “faint,” 
since fainting is a lost art, (Paul’s “We 
shall reap if we faint not.”) 

And they would have us give up the 
noble and euphonious King James Ver- 
sion, with uniformity of quotation and 
uniformity of memorization and its enor- 
mous literary heritage, for the sake of 
such changes as these! 

Professor Shroyer wonders “whether 
the Bible can speak effectively to all 
our people in the language of Shakes- 
peare.” It certainly has done so for over 
three hundred years, to the untrained as 
well as to others. He claims that 
Messrs. Goodspeed, Craig, and the other 
translators are in the succession of Ul- 
filas, Wycliffe, and Luther. “No, they 
are primarily critics. The others were 
great spiritual leaders who believed in 
the Bible as inspired of God Himself. 

Disparaging comparisons with the King 
James Version will impress none, They 
but summon up the old metaphor of at- 
tacking Gibraltar with a _ peashooter. 
There is something adolescent in such 
a sentence of the writer as the following: 

“Perhaps a new translation can stir 


‘up the curiosity of our generation; and 


even though some may come to scoff, 
they may remain to pray. That an in- 
terest can be stirred up is shown by the 
novels that have appeared with Biblical 
backgrounds, such as the works of 
Thomas Mann, Franz Werfel, Lloyd 
Douglas, and Sholem Asch.” 

That is not in the tone of serious, 
Christian Bible study. 


Clothed Skeletons. By William Ward 
Ayer, D.D. (Ayerow Book Co., 123 W. 
57th St., New York 19; $1, paper bound.) 
aie Doptler New York City pastor has 

réin given six hard-hitting messages 
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on the one theme of “incarnating the 
doctrines of the Christian faith into the 
warm flesh and blood of genuine Chris- 
tian living. . . .” The inspiration for 
these pages is found at the outset, where 
the author dedicates his book to his 
“brethren in the Gospel ministry — 
fundamental and conservative — who 
hold the truth in righteousness and speak 
it in love. . . . I am much indebted to 
so many of them for fellowship and in- 
spiration- that I deplore the attitude of 
a few of the more pugnacious Funda- 
mentalists who have all but brought the 
orthodox cause into disrepute by their 
unchristlikeness.” It would seem that 
this dedication, or at least its bitter 
tone, is misleading. There is little, if 
any, criticism of Fundamentalists, either 
of those who hold the truth in love or 
of those who contend for the faith in 
“pugnacious” fashion. The six messages 
are very forceful, colorful, and challeng- 
ing arguments that the Christian truth 
for which Fundamentalists contend must 
be demonstrated in the life. If we firmly 
believe in the deity of Christ, for exam- 
ple, we ought to demonstrate His Lord- 
ship in our lives. If we preach the 
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Cross of Christ, we ought to live cruci- 

Galilean Bible Seminary fied lives. If we possess the glad hope 
Higgins Bay, Dept. S, New York + 49, “ 

sho ins an ieeieneerte lien Usual of Christ’s return, “the best proof of that 

= 2. wie pa degrees. s,ith is a life consistent with its mys- 

SE Senay tl seniens Seeae, terious majesty.” These are heart-search- 


ing sermons réminding us that real 

Christianity is intensely practical, and 

that harsh doctrines, unadorned by gra- 
STUDENTS WANT ED cious living, are as unappealing as un- 

. clothed skeletons. 

YOUNG WOMEN, YOUNG MEN Communism and the Church. By A. 


TRAIN MENT NURS + M, Rehwinkel. (Concordia Pub. House, 
FOR, AL ING St. Louis 18; paper, $1.50; cloth, $2.50.) 


THE NEED IS GREAT Exactly one hundred years ago Karl 
Marx published the “Communist Mani- 
YOU ARE WANTED AT THE festo,” 


Charta of modern Communism. Pro- 


- CRISTIAN SANATORIUM fessor Rehwinkel, who is professor of 


sometimes called the Magna 


WYCKOFF - + NEW JERSEY Church History and Christian Ethics 
Address Director of Nurses at Concordia Theological Seminary, first 
we summarizes the character of “the father 


of Communism,” and gives.a brief his- 
tory of the movement. Then well- 
documented evidence is marshaled as to 
the imminent dangers: in Communism 
that we face here in America. The 
author has endeavored. to: arouse the 
churches, especially the clergy, to re- 
alize the menace of all forms of: social- 
ism which, like a plague, has spread 
over most of Europe, is engulfing Asia, 


WHY Christian Youth and now is threatening the church and 


our democratic way of life in America. 


The nine chapters of this very keen 
LIKES Westmont Colleg € and arresting one hundred and forty- 


© Young people are flocking to three page book cover such themes as 
Westmont because it offers (1) a the early history of Communism, its 
quality 4 year liberal arts curric- spread today, its economic and social 
ulum, (2) wholesome Christian principles, and its relation to religion in 
fellowship, (3) a learned and con- general. Some review of its leadership 
secrated faculty, (4) extra-curric- is given and of the methods of commu- 
ular activities that hold Christ nistic propaganda among Negroes. 


preeminent. Finally the author answers the question, 
FREE BOOKLET “What can the church do about Commu- 

tells the dramatic story nism?” There is @lso an exhaustive 

of Westmont College. bibliography listing thirty-four books 

WRITE DEPT. SS TODAY and magazines from which the author 


has quoted freely and which he recom- 
mends for further study. Every pastor, 
priest, and preacher who loves and 
values our American liberties should 
read this book. 
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God Hath Chosen. The Story of Jack 
Wyrtzen and the Word of Life Hour. By 
Forrest Forbes. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) True of 
every stirring, vibrant page of this stim- 
ulating volume is the closing sentence, 
“To God be all the glory for His mov- 
ing in the hearts of men, and the reveal- 
ing of His Son, Jesus Christ, the only 
Saviour.” Dr. Ironside writes in his 
forthright introduction, “Some who do 
nothing to reach the lost man look on 
with disapproval, but those in whose 
hearts God has implanted a love for pre- 
cious souls will thank Him for the signal 
way in which He has honored His serv- 
ant and used him to hold forth the Word 
of Life. Having known Jack Wyrtzen 
almost since the inception of his special 
ministry, I rejoice unfeignedly in the 
success that has accompanied his efforts, 
and pray earnestly that he may be sus- 
tained of God and kept pliable in His 
hand, clean and faithful, as a vessel meet 
for the Master’s use.” The book is in- 
spiring, heart-Warming, and well written, 
flowing along in gracious and compelling 
style. It tells such a glorious tale that 
few will be able to put it down until 
it is read from cover to cover. 


The New Testament in Modern Eng- 
lish. Translated by Helen Barrett Mont- 
gomery. (Judson Press, Philadelphia 3, 
fifth reprint, Keratol binding, $1.50; 
leather, $3.) One of the best of the pri- 
vate translations, by a devout Christian 
and a true scholar. Mrs. Montgomery’s 
work has been used extensively, since 
it was first published in 1924, by Bible- 
believing people, and has proved a bless- 
ing to many. While the translation is 
to be highly commended, it still leaves 
much to be desired in detail. For ex- 
ample, the reading, “For both he who 
sanctifies and those whom he is sanc- 
tifying are all from One” (Heb, 2:11) 
is not grammatically wrong, but it is 
contrary to the meaning of the context, 
contrary to other Scriptures presenting 
the Sonship of Christ as unique. “All 
from One” (note the capital O) opens 
the door wide to Arianism. Clearly the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
is teaching that Christ, in His’ incarna- 
tion, took to Himself our nature of flesh 
and blood. The phrase should read, 
“are all of one [nature],” or simply, 
“are all of one,” not capitalizing “one.” 

Missing the point of’the context in the 
second chapter of Hebrews is similar to 
a far more serious error in the tenth 
chapter of John. Verses 19 to 30 are 
removed from their place in the midst 
of the chapter, and placed after the last 
verse of the ninth’ chapter.’ The trans- 
lator says this is done “in order to pre- 
serve the sequence of thought.” It is 
Mrs. Montgomery who has failed to ob- 
serve the sequence of the thought: in 
John’s Gospel, just as it stands in the 
best manuscripts. In verse 30 Christ is 
quoted as saying, “I and my Father are 
one.” This is followed immediately. by 








Eng- 
Vlont- 
iia 3, 
$1.50; 
> pri- 
istian 
nery’s 
since 
Bible- 
bless- 
ion is 
leaves 
r ex- 
» who 
sanc- 
2:11) 
it is 
yntext, 


opens 
ly the 
‘brews 
carna- 
f flesh 
read, 
imply, 
“one.” | 
in the 
ilar to 
- tenth 
30 are 
» midst 
he last 
trans- 
to pre- 

It is 
to’ ob- 
wht in 
in the 
hrist is 
ner are 
tely by 


Lesson for February 27 


the words, “The Jews again took stones 
with which to stone him” (v. 31). To 
remove verse 30 from its place immedi- 
ately preceding verse 31, and that with- 
out the slightest objective support in 
any manuscript, is indeed an act of vio- 
lence against which strong protest should 
be made. Again, Mrs. Montgomery has 
failed to grasp the doctrine of the sub- 
stitutional atonement, as Paul has clearly 
and emphatically set it forth in the third 
chapter of Romans. She translates the 
word for “propitiation” as “an offering 
of atonement,” which is noncommittal; 
but she adds a footnote, “God thus makes 
Christ his votive gift for the world,” 
an interpretation which is radically con- 
trary to the context, 

There are many details in which the 
translation could be improved. “Rabboni” 
in Mark 10:51, certainly is not English. 
The resultative meaning of ’ina, rather 
than the purposive, should be used 
in such passages as Matthew 1:22, 
Matthew 2:15, and the like—‘“and so 
was fulfilled,” instead of “in order that 
it might be fulfilled.” “Lived,” in Reve- 
lation .20:4, 5 would be much better 
rendered, “came to life.” The words, 
“As a result of faith” (Rom. 5:1) sug- 
gest that faith is the principal efficient 
cause of our justification, whereas, in 
Paul’s view, faith is indeed instrumental, 
but not basically causative (see Rom, 
9:16). 

This reviewer does not feel that mele 
should be translated, “any part of your 
body” (Rom. 6:13), or “bodily faculties” 
(Rom. 7:23). In these passages the 
word signifies the non-material aspects 
of our lives as well as the bodily as- 
pects. 

Romans 8:26 is still translated as 
though the Holy Spirit could not express 
His yearnings. The translator fails to 
see that the dative is one of “reference,” 
and points to our inability to express 
ourselves as indicated in the previous 
verse: “The Spirit Himself makes inter- 
cession for us with reference to [our] 
unutterable yearnings.” 

The late Dr. A. T. Robertson, at a Bible 
conference in New York, said that his 
publishers had asked him for a transla- 
tion of the New Testament. He con- 
tinued: 

_ They want my opinion. A transla- 

tion is an opinion. My translation 

would be my opinion of the meanin 
of the text. I am a grammarian. 


people want my opinion as a gram- 
aries, perhaps I should write a trans- 
on. 


He meant that the only New Testament 
that is not an opinion of the text is the 
Greek text itself, and this is true. In 
the summer of 1920, in a class taught by 
Ernest Dewitt Burton, a noted Greek 
Scholar, author of “Moods and Tenses in 
New Testament Greek,” a student men- 
tioned Goodspeed’s proposed translation, 
Burton replied, “I do not believe any 
individual is competent to translate the 
entire New Testament.” 
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What Bible-believing Christians must 
have in our generation is a translation, 
not by any one individual, but by a 
competent committee of theologically 
trained Bible-believing scholars, such 
translation to be carefully wrought out 
by such committee, with the assistance 
of the criticisms of a large number of 
scholars throughout the world. 


God’s Cure for Anxious Care. By John 
R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. (Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Wheaton, IIll., $1.50.) “Thank 
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God a Christian need never he unhappy, 
need never be defeated, need never be 
These are strong state- 
ments, but the author proves them from 
the Word of God. His volume takes us 
further, for he says, “How sad and how 
wrong it is for any Christian not to be 
happy and victorious.” He shows us that 
we need not be filled with care because 
God will never leave us, and because He 
has provided water for our thirst, and 
power when we are faint. In all there 
are nine helpful sermons, Dr. Rice takes 
the Arminian position that God deter- 
mines to save those whom He foresees 
will believe. But one gets the impres- 
sion that the author sends forth his vol- 
ume with a great love for the Gospel 
and with a passion for souls. It seems 
unfortunate that one illustration should 
use the thirst of a drunkard to teach how 
awful the thirst of Christ on the cross 
must have been. 


The Bible: The Book of God and of Man. 
By James A. Montgomery. (Ventnor Pub- 
lishers, Inc., Ventnor, N. J., $2.75.) Pro- 
fessor Montgomery has written a survey 
of the Bible. that is remarkable for its 
comprehensiveness. He has included a 
large portion of Biblical history in a 
very few pages. Although a Liberal bias 
pervades the volume, the writer is not 
slow to find that “archaeological evi- 
dence is largely approving them [patri- 
archal stories] as illustrating the life of 
the ancient past, as true to life, however 
dubious for historical fact” (p. 28). 
Christians will not find the book useful 
except as an example of what results 
when a Liberal scholar attempts to give 
an objective actount of the contents of 
Scripture. 


Holy Fires for Unholy Days. By Arthur 
Fox, M.A., D.D. (Published by the 
author, 513 West Main St., Morristown, 
Tenn., $2.) Written by an evangelist, 
who has evidently been very fruitful 
and effective, these thirteen sermons are 
Biblically-rooted, straightforward, and 
fraught with a concern for souls. Typi- 
cal of the author’s theological discrim- 
ination is the treatment of the much- 
mooted doctrine of the Spirit’s infilling, 
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which ,is discussed in the concluding 
chapter of the book. Particularly com- 
mendable is the emphasis put. upon. the 
centrality of the church in the New 
Testament program of evangelism. Neg- 
atively, it may be pointed out that the 
imaginary conversation on page 88 seers 
unreal; and the language is often. too 
florid, especially with respect to allitér- 
ation. But apart from such minor faults, 
these messages, though not outstandingly 
original or brilliant, refreshingly fulfill 
Paul’s admonition to preach the Word. 


Prayer. The Mightiest Force in the 
World. By Frank C. Laubach, (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co. New. York-. 10; 
$1.25.) + This little volume is. remark- 
able for what it says—and | leaves 
unsaid. It is a call to prayer. “We need 
a river, not a trickle,” the reader is 
told. World leaders need prayer; the 
church needs prayer. Not a day of 
prayer, but continuous prayers; not long 
prayers, but short, pointed- ones in.a 
time of need. Prayer changes the 
pray-er, fills him with love and the. de- 
sire to help; it heals the body and makes 
Christ visible. 

And — it helps God! the author con- 
tinues, not that He needs it, for He is 
always working. But prayer, as “telepa- 
thy,” or even “extrasensory. perception” 
persuades people to “listen to God.” The 
author draws illustrations from. person- 
ally conducted experiments, but cautiéns 
that his data are still in the “alchemy 
stage.” But by such “telepathy” he has 
broken down in others a wall of réserve 
against God so that God could ‘speak to 
them. The formula is this: “My: friend 
is closed toward God but open toward 
me. By prayer for him I open toward 
him and God. Then God ‘speaks to him 
through me. My friend feels a desire for 
God and opens toward Him” (p: 45)... 

And Jesus is the answer, we are told. 
Modern psychology corroborates evéry 
word. Jesus said about thoughts —'they 
issue in actions. So we need to become 
Christ-saturated and then “we shall 
radio thoughts of Christ to the mihds 
of countless millions all over the world. * 
We become saturated with Him, he says, 
by reading the Gospels, -by having 
shrines in our homes, since “many’of-us, 
like the Roman Catholiés, can -pray’ bet- 
ter if we look at a shrine” (p:°75). 


We can be sons of God alohg with 
Jesus. “We earn this inner place with 
Father and Son at the center of- the 
universe, the same way Jesus earned * 
We earn it by perfect. obedience, . 

(p. 81). 


The result of all this would: seém -fo 
be a balancing of all the evil in: the 
world with good, and thus a better 
world. “The human race—if we may 
judge by what people read and say. and 
do—is a mixture of good and .evil 
thoughts, large and little thoughts. Ef 
they could be checked over against each 
other they might pretty much. cancel 
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out, One may ‘guestimate’ that the sum 
total of right and wrong thinking is 
nearly in balance, like a balloon sus- 
pended in air, hesitating whether to rise 
or fall. . . . If a few millions of us de- 
termine to keep our thoughts right all 
the time, we can, I belive, tip the bal- 
ance the other way, and, by God's help, 
start our bad old globe rising instead 
of falling” (p. 88, 89). 

What the volume leaves unsaid is the 
Gospel. There is first a tacit denial of 
sin, as though the world today were half 
good (the Bible says, “there is none 
righteous”), as though there could ever 
be a turning to God by mere telepathy 
(the Bible says, “there is none that seek- 
eth after God”). Does Mr, Laubach be- 
lieve that psychological processes can 
replace the witness of the Spirit in turn- 
ing men to God? 

A second error is the identification, for 
all practical purposes, of prayer and 
telepathy. There may be an influence 
of other people, but prayer is certainly 
for good that we can exert on the minds 
much more: it is an offering up of our 
desires to God for things agreeable to 
His will. The power of prayer is not 
that it moves ren to God, but “if ye 
ask... I will do.” 

There can be no question that the 
church has a gdod effect in the world, 
but the church’s commission is not to 
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build a new world. Her interests and 
emphases are other-worldly. 

It is a pity that a book so badly 
needed, so sincerely and so well written, 
is vitiated by false doctrine so that it 
cannot be recommended. 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 21 to 27 

Mon.—Matthew 5:1-12. 
The Sermon on the Mount. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “He opened his 
mouth, and taught them.” Precious are 
these and all other words spoken by the’ 
Lord. His Sermon on the Mount will 
last forever. Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but His words shall never 
pass away. Dwell upon the Lord’s pre- 
cepts and principles set forth in this 
teaching. Paul calls them “wholesome 
words.” Hebrews 2:3 speaks of them as 
the words Jesus began to speak. Never 
think lightly of them. Pray for Slavic 
Missionary Society, Inc., 5337 N. Glen- 

wood Ave., Chicago 40, 

Tues.—Matthew 5:13-20. 
Christians Are Witnesses. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” If Christ 
the light of the world has given you 
light, you can shine for Christ. But 
how you shine is the important matter. 
Our Lord’s words, “so shine before men,” 
indicate this. And the shining for Jesus 
must be in our good works and not 
merely in good words. Practical god- 
liness is the best light souls can ever 
get from our lives. Is the Lord getting 
glory from your witness? Pray for the 
Central Union Mission, 613 C St, N.W., 

Washington 4, D. C. 
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What Will Bring Revival? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 


Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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¢ What is a Moody Annuity? 


eHow will an Annuity give me a 
part in trainin g Christian workers? 


° What ‘fmancial return can I expect? 
els zt true that a Moody Annuity 
will reduce my income tax? 
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return. Don’t turn this page till you have clipped 
and mailed the coupon. 
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Wed.—Matthew 5:21-32. Maximum Standards. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have heard 
that it was said . .. but I say unto you.” 
Standards differ. What is customary 
often means more with some people than 
what Christ says. His words should be 
our touchstone of thinking, speaking, and 
acting. Is your life “according” to His 
word? Pray that Christ may live out 
His life in you, and that you may never 
wander from His commandments.: Pray 
for the Jerry McAuley Cremorne Mis- 
sion, Inc., 434 W. 42nd St., New York 19, 
Thurs.—Matthew 5:33-42. The Second Mile. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And whosoever 
shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain.” Christian love always sur- 
passes duty. The second mile given 
without compulsion preaches a strong 
Christian sermon. This “second mile” 
practice has fallen into disuse generally, 
But in our dealings with unreasonable 
people it is very effective in revealing 
our Christian character, and convicting 
such people of their wicked behavior. 
Christlikeness is the best projector of 
Christianity. Pray for the Union Mis- 
sion of Parkersburg, Parkersburg, W. Va. 
Fri.—Matthew 5:43-48. The Law of Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Love your ene- 
mies.” It will be easy to love fellow 
Christians if Christ fills our hearts with 
love for our enemies. The lack of love 
for both groups indicates the lack of 
the grace of the Holy Spirit. He alone 
can shed abroad in our hearts the love 
of God. - And without this, soul-win- 
ning and Christian-aiding labors will be 
impossible. The law of love can only be 
fulfilled by those who have the love of 
God. Pray for the Helping Hand Res- 
cue Mission, Inc., 141 Fairmount Ave, 
Philadelphia 23. 
Sat.—Matthew 6:24-34. A Cure for Worry. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take . . . no 
thought for the morrow: for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things of 
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” Christians should live the way 
the Lord directs. Do you live a life of 
faith? Do you trust the Lord for every- 
thing that concerns your life, your fam- 
ily, and your service? If you do you 
will not worry: but if you worry you 
fail to trust. Live for God today and 
leave the tomorrows with Him. Pray 
for the Star of Hope Mission, Inc., 4 
Broadway, Paterson 1, N. J. 
Sun.—Matthew 7:24-29. 
A Sure Foundation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It was found- 
ed upon a rock.” The true Church 
has this security. She is built upon 
the Rock, Christ, and is thus secure. 
Just now, while I write, the union of 
Protestant churches is being widely 
discussed. Many most earnest about 
it seem to have little concern about 
foundations. Without Christ, the 
great Rock-Foundation, union must 
end in confusion as at Babel. Pray 
for full unity of the Body of Christ. 





































